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SNAPSHOTS OF SUCCESS:
FISHERS SOUND
This year, Fishers Sound had an
undefeated 2022 competition season.
They wrapped up the year with a State
Championship title at the Indiana State
School Music Association competition,
winning in the Large School Unisex
Division. They were also awarded with
Best Vocals and Best Visual. The choir is
led by Therese Tazioli. Take a listen to
their Grand Champion performance at
ISSMA State 2022.

JUNETEENTH
As part of Wednesday's Consent Agenda,
the board voted in favor of adding
Juneteenth as a paid holiday for
employees that are full-time and work
260 days per year. Last year, President
Biden approved June 19 (Juneteenth
National Independence Day) as a U.S.
federal holiday commemorating the end
of slavery in the United States.

SCHOOL CALENDARS
A revision to next year’s school calendar
was approved by the board on
Wednesday. The change does not affect
the Aug. 3, 2022, start date or any of the
holiday breaks. According to Assistant
Superintendent of Teaching and Learning
Dr. Matt Kegley, the revision was
necessary due to a new law passed this
legislative session that limits the number
eLearning Days to three per school year.
The change removes one of the eLearning
Days in the school calendar to meet the
requirements. In addition, two Flex Days
were included in the 2022-23 calendar to
allow for make-up days if school is missed
due to inclement weather.
The School Board also passed the
calendars for 2023-24 (Draft A) and 202425 with a 6-0 vote. Board President Julie
Chambers was not present at
Wednesday’s meeting. The calendars were
designed to ensure students receive 180
days of learning as mandated by state law
and prioritize the survey feedback
previously received from the school
community, which includes:
Classes begin mid-week to ease the
transition for younger students.
One full-week for Fall Break.
Three days off for Thanksgiving.
Equal number of days per semester
(for secondary students) and finishing
the first semester prior to the start of
Winter Break.
One full-week for Spring Break.
The start date for the 2023-24 (cont.)

school year is Wednesday, Aug. 9, 2023.
This calendar is different from past
versions as classes will resume following
the Memorial Day holiday with the last day
for students on Wednesday, May 29, 2024.
The school calendar for 2024-25 follows the
same format. Click here to review the new
calendars.

NEW COMMUNICATION TOOL
During the board meeting, Director of
Educational Technologies Jeff Harrison
presented information about a new mass
communication system to replace Skylert.
According to Harrison, ParentSquare has
been successfully adopted and used by
many surrounding school districts and
offers more features than Skylert. He says
schools will still be able to send voice, text
and email alerts to their families in a
similar fashion, but families will be able to
set their preferred language for those
messages to be automatically translated.
ParentSquare also has an app that families
can log into to see posts and historical
messages among other things. Harrison
adds besides syncing student information
for each school, classroom information will
also be sent enabling the ability for staff to
send a message to a particular class
without having to manually build a contact
list.
In addition, ParentSquare has features that
can be used in the future, such as:
newsletter templates, the ability to send
electronic study trip forms, create and send
surveys, polls and volunteer sign-up lists.
Finally, Harrison said there are features
that could benefit teachers that would
allow for messages to be sent to their
students/families. The features, over time,
would allow the district to reduce its digital
footprint by removing the need for other
programs. Harrison ended by saying there
will be plenty of opportunities for
professional development and training.

GO BOND HEARING
The second preliminary determination
hearing for Lantern Road renovation
project and the hearing for the bond
issuance and associated projects is now
complete. No comments from the public
were given during the hearing for the
following:
Lantern Road Elementary renovation
Transportation Center upgrades
District maintenance projects as
identified by the 10-year plan
Durbin Elementary renovation

HSF ACADEMY
CFO Katy Dowling presented a new lease
agreement for the space that houses the
Hamilton Southeastern Fishers Academy.
The board approved a 3-year extension
with an annual increase in cost of roughly
3.73% or $2,500 in Year 1 and similar
increases in Years 2 & 3. The length of
this lease is appropriate as
Superintendent Dr. Yvonne Stokes and
her team work through the long-term
capital plan for the district.

BUS DRIVER TRAINING
The board unanimously approved the
recommendation for the bus driver
trainee rate to be $19.50 per hour. CFO
Katy Dowling says this change is
"expenditure neutral" since the district is
already paying the trainee rate from daily
compensation to hourly. The number of
hours required for the training remain
the same.

VIRTUAL LEARNING
Assistant Superintendent of Teaching and
Learning Dr. Matt Kegley shared
information on the memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for Indiana Online.
The district is exploring the option to
continue offering an 100% virtual
learning experience for students in
grades 9-12. If approved by the board,
the virtual option will follow the same
previously set procedures and polices for
students wishing to participate.

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
Superintendent Dr. Yvonne Stokes began
her end-of-meeting address with
information on a free event open to all HSE
Schools' families. Come hear from child
psychotherapist, speaker and bestselling
author Allison Edwards, LPC to learn ways
to help children regulate emotions in
anxious moments. Anxiety is the #1 mental
health issue in the country and affects over
30% of students. The event will be held at
Fishers High School CCA, enter Door #19.
Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. and the
program will begin at 6 p.m.

Stokes also acknowledge exciting news
coming from Fishers High School this week:
the marching band has been selected to
perform as one of 10 bands from more than
100 applicants across the U.S. in the 2023
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade on
Thursday, Nov. 23. In addition, FHS We the
People finished 2nd in the nation at its
competition. This is the highest WTP finish
in Indiana history!

