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THE BELL RINGER
GAVEL-TO-GAVEL MEETING UPDATES

SNAPSHOTS OF SUCCESS:
JANET CHANDLER
Congratulations to Hamilton Southeastern
High School Teacher Janet Chandler.
Chandler was recently honored by the
president of the Indiana State Teachers
Association with the 2021 Hoosier
Educator of the Year Award. Chandler is
the president of the Hamilton
Southeastern Education Association and
will represent Indiana at the national-level
as she competes with teachers across the
nation for the National Education
Association Foundation Award for
Teaching Excellence. Watch NOW!

G03.07 Discipline, Suspension, and
Dismissal of Certified Staff
G02.07 Drug-Free Workplace

BUDGET REDUCTIONS
Board members voted unanimously to
approve the budget reduction
recommendations as presented to cover
the $5 million deficit. CFO Cecilie Nunn led
a committee of department leaders,
building administrators and teachers to
find ways to cut expenses. Nunn told the
board she is hopeful that no teaching
positions for the 2021-22 school year will
have to be cut due in part to attrition and
additional funding now available for
remediation supports. To review the
complete list of budget reductions, click
here.

VIRTUAL PROGRAM
Plans for a virtual program were presented
and approved by the Board. The virtual
program is designed for students who may
need to remain learning from home due to
medical reasons. For students in grades
PreK-6, virtual-only classrooms will be
created at each level and will be taught by
virtual-only teachers.

POLICY UPDATES
Executive Director of Staff and Student
Services Kim Lippe presented the following
policies for a First Reading:
K01.00 School-Community-Home
Relations Goals/Priority Objectives
J07.08 Reporting Child Abuse (cont.)

For students in grades 7-12, Indiana Online
would provide virtual instruction. Students
would receive synchronous instruction
from a certified teacher in English, Social
Studies, Science and Math. For other
courses, students would receive instruction
in a more asynchronous format, similar to
what high school students currently
experience in summer school. (cont.)

Families who commit their student (PreK12) to virtual-only will do so for the entire
semester. Students will not be able to
participate in any sports, in-person clubs or
on-site activities. Applications for virtualonly participation will open to families on
May 3 and close on May 14.
A webinar for parents of K-6 students who
would like more information is set for
Wednesday, May 5 at 6:30 p.m. A webinar
will also be held on Monday, May 10 for
parents and students in grades 7-12 at 6:30
p.m. A registration link will be published
soon.

SCHOOL CALENDARS
The school calendar for the next two years
has been approved. The big difference is
the elimination of the two (2) Flex Days for
emergency closures. If school is cancelled
due to weather or other unforeseen
reasons, students in PreK-6, will make up
the day with eLearning. Students in grades
7-12 will have a Virtual Instruction day. In
addition, four (4) eLearning Days for PreK12 have been scheduled to allow staff
districtwide to participate in professional
development. The first day of school for K12 is Wednesday, August 4. Click here to
view the calendars.

SCHOOL START TIMES
School start times have been approved for
next year. The times allow for increased
efficiency and a large savings on operating
costs. The school start times for 2021-22
are as follows:
Elementary 7:40 a.m. – 2:10 p.m.
High School 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Int./Jr. High 9:15 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

SUMMER REMEDIATION
Additional supports will be offered for
elementary students this summer.
Teachers are preparing programming that
will provide small doses of grade-level
preparedness before the next school year.
The Board also passed a resolution (cont.)

that would allow students in grades 9-11 to
keep their school-owned MacBook devices
at home during the summer at no charge.
Many students are planning to take online
summer school courses. The fee is being
waived this year due to the financial
hardship that COVID-19 has put on
families.

JR.HIGH/HIGH SCHOOL
SCHEDULES
A proposal was presented to the Board to
have two junior high buildings, FCJ and HIJ,
pilot using a ‘block schedule’ for the 202122 school year. At this time, a seven-period
schedule would be in place at the other
junior high buildings.
Both high schools would continue following
a ‘block schedule.' The Board is set to take
action on this at its next meeting on May
12.

