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WSNAPSHOTS OF SUCCESS:
HSE KEY CLUB

NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH
CONNER PRAIRIE APPROVED

Key Club is an international student-led
organization which provides its members
with opportunities to give back, build
character and develop leadership. The
Hamilton Southeastern High School
chapter was recently honored by the
YMCA. Each year the Fishers YMCA Center
Advisory Board selects an Adult Volunteer
of the Year and a Youth Volunteer(s) of the
Year. For 2018, the HSE High School Key
Club has been selected for Youth
Volunteers of the Year. Members of the
HSE Key Club have been working with the
Fishers Y for many years. They volunteer
for several of the special events like,
Halloween Extravaganza, Wishbone 5K,
Dad/Daughter Dance, Give Hope Ride and
more. Key Club Members have consistently
taken the initiative wherever their services
are needed.

A new partnership was announced this
week between Hamilton Southeastern
Schools and Conner Prairie. Through a fiveyear agreement, HSE Schools will have a
teacher-in-residence working at the
interactive history park.
“Conner Prairie has always been an
innovator of museum experiences and
education,” said Norman Burns, President
and CEO of Conner Prairie. “Our
partnership with HSE is another example
of how we are redefining the way people
engage with museums and it allows Conner
Prairie to gain valuable insight into how we
can better serve educators and evolve to
meet the needs of a 21st century
curriculum. We believe that this
partnership will serve as a model for
museums and schools across the nation
and provide a road map on how they can
leverage each other’s resources to create a
dynamic learning environment.”
Fourth grade students from the 12
elementary schools will have the
opportunity to visit Conner Prairie and
work alongside HSE teacher-in-residence
Amy Murch for a two-day “study trip.”
Murch will soon have a permanent
classroom on Conner Prairie’s sprawling
campus. Murch says learning will come to
life for students during class visits. They
will be able to interact with Conner
Prairie’s historic museum (cont.)

interpreters and may access all 1,000 acres
of the property. Murch is set to host more
than 1,500 students during the 2018-19
school year.
“This partnership with Conner Prairie
represents not only a wonderful
educational experience for all HSE fourth
graders, but it’s also a major first step in
establishing a community-wide campus for
learning that will benefit all HSE students.
Many thanks to the City of Fishers for its
role in crafting this opportunity,” said Dr.
Allen Bourff, Superintendent of Hamilton
Southeastern Schools.
An example of one of the many lessons will
focus on scientific concepts of simple
machines and the influence it had on
transportation and life in during 1830s in
Indiana. Students will be able to
investigate different transportation
systems and identify concepts of force that
affect their motion. They will also be
constructing boats to float in the White
River and designing interview questions for
the interpreters in Prairie Town about
what simple machines they use in their
daily life.
“Make learning visible, engaging and
meaningful – and students will thrive,” said
Murch.

second reading as presented.
(Click for more information.)
The board approved policy
G02.10/Authority to Employ Administrators
on a second reading as presented.
(Click for more information.)
The board voted 6-1 on policy
B05.05/Broadcasting of Board Meetings on
a first reading as presented. This policy
will allow for meetings to be live streamed
and give public access to the video
recordings for 45 days. Board Secretary
Michelle Fullhart was opposed.
(Click for more information.)
The board voted 6-2 on policy
B05.05.01/Minutes of Board Meetings on a
first reading as presented. If approved,
audio/video recordings of regular board
meetings will be available for 45 days after
the meeting. Board Vice-President Sylvia
Shepler and Board Secretary Michelle
Fullhart were opposed.
(Click for more information.)

SUMMER MEALS
Lynda Carlino with Fishers Youth
Assistance gave board members an update
on the Summer Meals program that
operated from Fishers Junior High School.
Carlino says the group served 620 children,
a dramatic increase from 185 the previous
year. She believes the increase was due to
increased awareness of the program.
Fishers Youth Assistance, Hamilton
Southeastern Schools and volunteers gave
out food to those in need for nine weeks,
totaling 54,000 meals.

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY...

POLICY UPDATES
Board members approved G03.02.01/
Teacher Appreciation Grants on a (cont.)

A second public hearing was held
Wednesday before the board voted on the
2019-20 Budget. There were no public
comments. According to CFO Mike Reuter,
the spending plan totals $242.8 million.
(Click for more information.)

A public meeting was also held for
additional appropriation for the 2018 Bus
Replacement Fund. There were no public
comments over adding $361,000 to the Bus
Replacement Fund.
(Click for more information.)

ISTEP RESULTS
Test scores are in from the Indiana
Department of Education. Assistant
Superintendent of Teaching and Learning
Dr. Jan Combs went over some of the
highlights with the board. Combs says
Hamilton Southeastern Schools continues
to be a high-performing district in regard
to student achievement and growth. HSE
realized gains in both English/Language
Arts and Math on this year’s ISTEP in most
grade levels and subject areas. "Our
students in grades 3-8 also continue to
significantly exceed state averages in both
of these subject areas," added Combs.
"While we are proud of the overall
performance, we continue to strive for
improvement each year."
Superintendent Dr. Allen Bourff reviewed
some of the achievement gaps that
continue to be an issue in various student
groups. Bourff also demonstrated a new
data mining program the district may use
to help identify areas that need more
attention.
(Click for more information.)

IMPORTANT:
Board Meetings
return to Central
Office on
November 14.

