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SNAPSHOTS OF SUCCESS:
CLARE ARANDA

PREFERRED REDISTRICTING
PLAN PRESENTED TO BOARD

Hamilton Southeastern High School
student Clare Aranda was selected as one
of 13 recipients across the state to receive
the 2018 Indiana Outstanding High School
Student of Spanish Award. This prestigious
honor is from the Indiana Chapter of the
American Association of Teachers of
Spanish and Portuguese. Her teacher
Vickie Lazaga said "she is really deserving
of this recognition for her outstanding
academic record, exceptional interest for
the Ibero-American culture, exemplary
community service, remarkable overseas
learning experience, and astonishing
passion for Spanish." Aranda was a
participant in a Spanish-immersion
program, spending six weeks last summer
in León, Spain with the IU Honors Program.
Lazaga says she received an excellent
evaluation. Aranda identified Lazaga as the
most inspiring and motivating teacher,
who fueled her passion for Spanish during
high school.

Superintendent Dr. Allen Bourff stood in
front of the board Wednesday and
explained the Preferred Redistricting
Plan. The plan was created using the
“Community-driven, Board decision”
model. More than 10,000 stakeholders
were involved in this months-long process,
including: HSE staff, parents, students,
community and business leaders. The
Preferred Redistricting Plan aims to
accomplish several goals with moving the
fewest possible number of students to
balance school enrollment and fill seats at
the new Southeastern Elementary. Bourff
said some students must move in this
process, but all affected schools will be
working closely with families to ensure a
smooth transition. Some of the highlights
of the plan are as follows:
• Reduces number of students that are
rezoned – 2,265 students moved (1,208 at
elementary, 1,057 at Intermediate/Junior
High)
• 1,303 fewer students moved than in
original Scenario 1
• 178 fewer students moved than in
Revised Scenario 1a
• 2% more elementary students and 0.5%
more INT/JH students attend their closest
school than in original Scenario 1
• Plan reduces the number of portables
needed
• Only one elementary will have to cross
Highway 37 (Harrison Parkway ES)
• No intermediate/junior high students
will have to cross Highway 37 (cont.)

• Allows for a more centralized Pre-K
program (to Brooks School ES from Lantern
Road ES)
• Balanced INT/JH Enrollment
• Includes 104 students that were not
slated to move in previous options
Bourff reminded the board what he
presented is his recommendation and he
will not be creating a second Preferred
Redistricting Plan. The board must now
decide what to do. They are slated to make
a decision about the Preferred
Redistricting Plan on December 12.
(Click for more information.)

AUDIT PROCESS CHANGES
Hamilton Southeastern Schools will utilize
a change in state law that now allows
school districts to opt out of examinations
by the State Board of Accounts (SBOA) in
lieu of using a CPA firm. On Wednesday,
the board approved a resolution that gives
CFO Mike Reuter the opportunity to form a
district audit committee that will research
qualified CPA firms to conduct the work.
Until recently, the SBOA was the sole
provider of audits for Indiana school
districts. Reuter says while there are
several requirements in order to use a CPA
firm and a slightly higher cost vs. SBOA
audit, he believes it will help streamline
the overall process.
(Click for more information.)

NEW HIGH SCHOOL COURSES
PROPOSED
Students at both high schools may soon
get a few new class options. Director of
Secondary Education Matt Kegley reviewed
the course proposals with board members.
Students could enroll in the following
courses starting in the 2019-2020 school
year, if approved:
• African Studies
• International Relations
• Introduction to Culinary Arts and
Hospitality
• Language for Heritage Speakers
• Painting III (cont).

• Robotics Design and Innovation
• Science Research, Independent Study
(Click for more information.)

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS
Update on HSSF from Michelle Fullhart:
Giving Tuesday was a success thanks to the
support of the school community. The
Hamilton Southeastern Schools Foundation
raised more than $40,000. The money will
be put towards various scholarships, grant
requests and special projects benefiting
students and teachers.

