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SNAPSHOTS OF SUCCESS: HSSF
GRANT RECIPIENTS
In November 2018, a team of community
leaders, faculty members and
administrators reviewed over $90,000 in
requests from Hamilton Southeastern
educators to pilot projects that would
enhance student engagement, instruction
or educational experience in general. In
total, 39 grants including three mini-grants
were awarded by the Hamilton
Southeastern Schools Foundation.
According to Executive Director Justin
Hirnisey, 81 percent of the grant
applications were funded, which came
from 17 HSE schools.
HSSF is proud to partner with local
organizations, businesses and private
donors to leverage additional support for
grant projects. These partnerships
demonstrate the enormous impact local
philanthropy has on the community. The
foundation would like to recognize and
thank Geist Half Marathon, Schwarz Family
Foundation, Church Church Hittle &
Antrim, Fishers Sertoma Club, Tri Kappa,
Lilly Endowment Comprehensive
Counseling Fund and Fishers City Council
members Todd Zimmerman and Eric
Moeller for their partnerships for the
2018-19 grant cycle.
(Click for more information.)

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Reorganization of the Board of School
Trustees is a procedure that takes (cont.)

place each year during the first meeting of
the month in January. The board accepted
a slate of officers on Wednesday made up
of Mike Bottorff as President, Sylvia
Shepler as Vice-President and Michelle
Fullhart serving as Secretary.
The board also approved CFO Mike Reuter
and Business Manager Cecile Nunn to
continue in their roles as Corporation
Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer.
As part of the Reorganization procedure,
board members approved all current
policies as presented.
The dates for board meetings and (cont.)

work sessions from January 2019 to
January 2020 also passed as presented.
(Click for more information.)

NEW YEAR, NEW FACES
The new year brings new faces to the
Board of School Trustees. During
Wednesday's meeting, the Honorable
Johnathan Brown administered the Oath of
Office to newly-elected Julie Chambers,
Brad Boyer, Janet Pritchett, and Michelle
Fullhart who is serving a second term on
the board.

buildings, HSE Schools would see
significant energy-related cost savings. A
Request for Proposal (RFP) was released on
August 15, 2018 to install solar arrays at
Sand Creek Elementary, Sand Creek
Intermediate and Hamilton Southeastern
Intermediate Junior High School. Rice says
the cost of solar panels has dropped by 65
percent in the last five years, and these
projects could save the district an
estimated $3.5 million dollars over 25
years. In addition to the the cost savings,
Rice believes the solar arrays would
provide countless educational
opportunities for students. Five companies
submitted an RFP and two companies were
invited to present to the Facilities
Committee earlier this year. Rice
will present a recommendation to the
board at the next meeting on January 30.

STAFF CONTRACTS
Board members held a lengthy discussion
on agenda item 6.01 Administrative and
Non-Certified Salaries. No action was taken
and will be revisited at the January 30
meeting.
(Click for more information.)

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
Superintendent Dr. Allen Bourff went
through several items of importance with
board members on Wednesday, which
included the following:
-mid-year review of the board goals;
(Click for more information.)
-the latest number of high school
students participating in the Choice
Program;
(Click for more information.)

SOLAR PROJECT UPDATE
Energy Manager Bob Rice updated board
members on his quest to install solar
arrays at three schools. Rice says that by
utilizing solar energy to power (cont.)

-the status on Early Entrance legislation
for kindergartners. In March 2018, state
lawmakers passed HEA 1001, which no
longer provided tuition reimbursement or
funding for any students qualifying
for Early Entrance to Kindergarten with
birthdates after August 1. Prior to the
change, students could qualify for Early
Entrance to Kindergarten with a (cont).

birthdate between August 2 to September
1. Bourff encourages parents to contact
their state representative about their
concerns. He also said that administrators
are closely monitoring the legislation and
are hopeful that lawmakers will vote
during the legislative session to return
funding for Early Entrance to Kindergarten.
Families are welcome to submit the
paperwork for Early Entrance, but if the
legislation is not changed, the district will
not be able to accept any student with a
birthdate after August 1.
-We the People teams from Hamilton
Southeastern High School, Fishers High
School and Fishers Junior High School will
soon be heading the 2019 We the People
National Finals. All three teams are
working to raise money to help offset
expenses to the competition which is held
in Washington, D.C.

HHS TEACHER APPOINTED TO
INDIANA SBOE
Government Teacher and coach at
Hamilton Southeastern High School was
recognized Wednesday by the board. Greg
Gastineu was recently appointed to serve
on the Indiana State Board of Education by
Governor Eric Holcomb. He will complete
the term of Dr. Vince Bertram, who
resigned at the end of 2018. Gastineu will
serve through June 30, 2021.

