
A Fourth Grade Preview 

A Third Grade Preview  
 

Please read on to learn more about our academic standards, resources, units of study, learning goals and the report card used in fourth grade.  
 

Each page is arranged by subject and contains a link to the Indiana Academic Standards. These are used by our teachers to develop their lesson planning.  
Key standards at each grade are also identified on the report card. 

 
These suggested sequences, units of study and learning goals are taken directly from the publisher and are for instructional use and planning for Hamilton Southeastern Schools. 

While the listings are extensive, they certainly do not represent the life that our teachers bring to their lessons and the  
thoughtful planning that occurs to meet the individual needs of students.  

 
If you would like to review any of our resources, please contact your building principal to schedule an appointment to review these materials onsite.  

 
The content contained in this document is provided only for educational and informational purposes; it is not intended to constitute an offer or contract. 

 Hamilton Southeastern Schools reserves the right to add, delete, or amend any of the following information at its sole discretion and without notice to the public.  
The use of third-party material does not constitute an endorsement of the material or the third party providing it.  

You may not copy, reproduce, distribute, publish, display, or modify, any such material, nor may you distribute any part of this content over any network, sell or offer it for sale  
or use such material to construct any kind of database. 

 

 

 

  



 

Mathematics in Fourth Grade 
Mathematics in Third Grade 

Teachers use resources from EDM: Everyday Math by McGraw Hill and Math in Practice by Heinemann along with the  
Indiana Academic Standards to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students.  

 
The sequence below represents a typical recommended publisher sequence from EDM. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching 

practices through enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with school improvement goals that are  
specific to your student’s school. 

 
To learn more about the Fourth Grade Indiana Academic Standards  

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-math-standards-dec-2020.pdf 
 

Mathematics Units and Goals 

 Unit  Learning Goals 

August 
September 

Place Value; 
Multidigit Addition 
and Subtraction 

• Make sense of addition and subtraction multistep number stories and estimate to generate a reasonable answer to a problem before 
solving. 

• Recognize the relationships between place values that are ten times as large as another place for numbers up to 1,000. 
• Read and identify places in numbers through hundred thousands using a tool, read number names through hundred thousands, use 

place value to read numbers in expanded form through hundred thousands, and compare and order multidigit whole numbers 
through hundred thousands by the two largest place values in the number. 

• Round numbers through the hundred thousands to the two largest places in the number. 

• Apply the U.S. traditional addition and subtraction algorithms to 3-digit + 3 digit and 3-digit – 3 digit problems. 

• Explain the relationships and convert between yards, feet, and inches. 

• Find the perimeter using a strategy. 

• Draw and label points, lines, line segments, and rays with help from the Student Reference Book and correctly identify right angles. 

September 
October 

 Multiplication and 
Geometry 

• Recognize comparison situations that are multiplicative. 

• Identify a number story as additive or multiplicative and explain how they know. 

• Identify more than one factor pair for composite numbers lass than 40, write multiples of a 1-digit number, and identify prime and 
composite numbers less than 40. 

• Use the U.S. traditional addition and subtraction algorithms to solve 4-digit + digit and 4-digit – 4 digit problems. 

• Use fact extensions to multiply by a multiple of 10. 

• Identify properties of line segments and angles within quadrilaterals and identify right angles within triangles. 

• Identify at least one line of symmetry in 2-dimensional symmetric figures. 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-math-standards-dec-2020.pdf


October 
November 

Fractions and 
Decimals 

• Read and identify places in numbers through the ten thousands, read and attempt to write numbers in standard and expanded form 
through the ten thousands, write numbers in expanded form through the ten thousands, compare and order numbers through 
hundred thousands to the thousands place or larger, and record comparisons using >, <, or =. 

• Use the U.S. Traditional addition and subtraction algorithms to solve up through 4-digit + 4-digit and 4-digit – 4-digit problems. 

• Recognize two equivalent fractions through 12ths using a model. 
• Recognize that fraction comparisons require same-size wholes using a model and compare two fractions using a model. 

• Represent decimals to hundredths using a preferred model, represent decimals to the hundredths with base-ten numerals, and 
translate between decimal notation and fractions with denominators 10 or 100 using a model. 

• Compare decimals using a model. 

• Convert between meters, centimeters, and millimeters in a two-column table. 

November 
December 

Multidigit 
Multiplication 

• Solve multiplicative comparison number stories using multiplication 

• Make sense of and articulate a plan for solving multistep number stories involving addition, subtraction, and multiplication, and assess 
the reasonableness of their answers by comparing them to an estimate. 

• Read and identify places in numbers through hundred thousands, read and write number names through hundred thousands, read 
and write numbers in expanded form through hundred thousands, compare and order multidigit whole numbers, and record 
comparisons through hundred thousand using >, <, or = explain. 

• Accurately use and explain the US traditional algorithms to add and subtract multidigit whole numbers. 

• Accurately multiply 2-digit by 1-digit whole numbers. 

• Attempt to translate between decimal notation and fractions with denominators 10 or 100 without a model. 

• Solve number stories involving customary units of length; units of time, money; and metric units of length, capacity, and mass. 

• Use a formula to find the perimeters and areas of rectangles. 

January Fraction and 
Mixed-Number 
Computation; 
Measurement 

• Add fractions using manipulatives and subtract fractions with no regrouping using manipulatives. 

• Decompose fractions, represent decompositions with an equation, and explain decompositions using a visual fraction model. 

• Add mixed numbers and subtract mixed numbers with no regrouping using manipulatives and visual fraction models. 

• Use manipulatives and visual fraction models to add fractions in number stories. 

• Add two fractions with denominators 10 and 100 using a model. 
• Organize and represent data in ½ and ¼ units on line plots and solve addition and subtraction problems about line plot data in ½ and ¼ 

units. 

• Identify benchmark rotations such as ¼, ½ , ¾ and full turns recognize that the degree is the standard unit of measure for angles. 

• Recognize that angles are measured in iterations of one-degree angles. 



March Division, Angles  • Solve and articulate a plan for solving multistep number stories involving addition, subtraction, and multiplication, and asse ss the 
reasonableness of their answers by comparing them to an estimate. 

• Accurately multiply a 3-digit number by a 1-digit number and 2-digit numbers by a multiple of 10 and illustrate and explain multiplication 
by a 1-digit number. 

• Accurately divide a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number and illustrate and explain division of a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number. 
• Add and subtract mixed numbers using manipulatives and visual fraction models. 

• Add and subtract fractions in number stories using manipulatives and visual fraction models. 

• Correctly identify the type of angle and obtain measurements within the correct range; less than 90 degrees for an acute angle, and 
greater than 90 degrees for an obtuse angle. 

• Recognize angle measures as additive within benchmark angles measuring 90 and 180 degrees and add and subtract to find unknown 
angle measures within benchmark angles measuring 90 and 180 degrees. 

April  Multiplication of a 
Fraction by a 
Whole Number; 
Measurement 

• Continue and describe number patterns 

• Apply their understanding of multiplying a 3-digit number by a 1-digit number and 2-digit numbers by a multiple of 10 to multiply a 4-
digit number by a 1-digit number and a 2-digit number by a 2-digit number and attempt to illustrate and explain multiplication by a 1-
digit number and a 2-digit number by a 2-digit number. 

• Accurately divide a 3-digit number by a 1-digit number and illustrate and explain division of a 3-digit number by a 1-digit number. 

• Find a multiple of 1/b. 

• Use multiple strategies, e.g., number lines, manipulatives, and drawings, to multiply a fraction by a whole number. 

• Write a multiplication equation with a letter standing for the unknown to represent a number story involving multiplication of a 
fraction by a whole number. 

• Express conversions of units of capacity in a 2-column table. 

• Organize and represent data 1/8 units online plots and solve addition and subtraction problems about line plot data in 1/8 units. 

May Fraction 
Operations; 
Applications 

• Add and subtract mixed numbers. 

• Add and subtract fractions in number stories. 

• Multiply a fraction by a whole number in number stories, using visual models and equations to represent the problem. 

• Add two fractions with denominators 10 and 100. 

• Use decimal notation for fractions with denominators 10 or 100. 

• Use the four operations to solve number stories involving whole numbers of measured quantities. 

• Solve addition and subtraction problems to find unknown angle measures on a diagram in real world and mathematical problems. 

 
Remediation materials for mathematical supports are available at each school for small group or individual student instruction. Marilyn Burns, Do the Math by Houghton Mifflin 

Harcourt/Heinemann is one of our most utilized intervention resources. Your school principal can discuss your academic support needs. 

 

  



 
 

  

Reading in Fourth Grade 

 
Teachers use resources from Teachers College at Columbia University by Heinemann Publishing, Leveled Text for Guided Reading, Reading A to Z by RAZ Kids, Fourth Grade 

Periodicals by Scholastic News, Fourth Grade Periodicals by National Geographic, and our Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
for leveled reading lesson planning along with the   

Indiana Academic Standards to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students.   
  

The sequence below represents a typical recommended publisher sequence from Heinemann Publishing. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with 
responsive teaching practices through enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with school improvement goals that are specific to your student’s 

school.  
  

To learn more about the Fourth Grade Indiana Academic Standards    
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-ela-standards-dec-2020.pdf  

 

Reading Units and Goals 

 Unit of Study Learning Goals 

August 
September 

Interpreting 
Characters-  (Fiction) 
OR 
Up the Ladder Fiction  

Interpreting Characters – Book 1 (fiction) 

• Session 1: Reading Intensely: Building a Foundation to Grow Substantial Ideas (Students will grow ideas about texts and 
monitor their comprehension of the text) 

• Session 2: Taking Responsibility for Reading Lots of Within-Reach Books (keeping track of volume) 

• Session 3: Collaborating to Create a Culture of Reading: An All Hands on Deck Call (keeping track of books wanting to read) 

• Session 4: Retelling and Synthesizing to Cement Comprehension 

• Session 5: Envisioning: Seeing and Hearing inside the Text 

• Session 6: Using Partners and Learning Progressions to Lift the Level of Your Work (readers set goals to reflect and grow) 

• Session 7: Reading to Develop Defensible Ideas about Characters 

• Session 8: Developing Significant Ideas: Using the story arc to notice important details about characters 

• Session 9: Growing Grounded, Significant Ideas by noticing the author’s craft (Finding meaning in repeated details) 

• Session 10: Improving theories by reaching for precise academic language 

• Session 11: Finding complications in characters (readers use evidence to build ideas about characters) 

• Session 12: Debating to prompt rich book conversations (debating different viewpoints with evidence) 

• Session 13: Grounding evidence back in the text 

• Session 14: Looking beyond characters: Studying other elements of story (interpreting the message of the story) 

• Session 15: Looking through many lenses at not just a scene- but at the whole story so far (how parts of the story fit within 
the whole story) 

• Session 16: Connecting thoughts to build interpretations (students notice patterns to help build their ideas about themes) 
• Session 17: A method for crystallizing central interpretations (determining lessons of big life issues) 

• Session 18: Finding meaning in recurring images, objects, and details (symbolism helps determine meaning of story) 

• Session 19: Creating a Self-Portrait in Books (celebrating the learning across the unit) 
 
Up the Ladder (Fiction) 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-ela-standards-dec-2020.pdf


• Session 1: Choosing books that are just right 

• Session 2: Creating systems to support 10-out-of-10 reading (creating an environment for readers) 

• Session 3: Reading differently to share with a partner (note parts that are worthy to discuss) 

• Session 4: When reading stops making sense, do something to get it on track (self-monitoring) 

• Session 5: Holding onto stories by summarizing 

• Session 6: Getting to know your character as a friend (character traits) 

• Session 7: Taking stock of our work (reflect and create goals) 

• Session 8: Bringing characters to life: Acting out stories (envisioning characters and their traits) 

• Session 9: Bring stories to life: Making vivid mental movies (noticing details in the text) 

• Session 10: Making text-based predictions (using background knowledge and text evidence) 

• Session 11: Making higher-level predictions (confirm or revise prediction based on evidence) 
• Session 12: Paying attention to details that signal character change 

• Session 13: Characters act differently in different situations (vision of character, motivations, perspectives) 

• Session 14: Readers share their work (and their books) with dramatic interpretations (noticing scenes that are important to 
the development of the character) 

• Session 15: What do I already see?: Studying reading habits to build on strengths 

• Session 16: Where could I look next?: Studying reading habits to find new directions 

• Session 17: Studying details to see more in characters  

• Session 18: Looking closely to outgrow initial ideas (communicating ideas clearly with evidence) 

• Session 19: Asking questions to see more in stories 

• Session 20: Seeing your world differently (building values and identities through the books we read) 

• Session 21: Readers reflect on their reading lives and reading growth, and harness their strengths for the future 
 

October 
November 

Reading the Weather, 
Reading the World- 
(Nonfiction) 
 

OR 
Up The Ladder 
Nonfiction 
 

Reading the Weather, Reading the World 

• Session 1: Reading with learning and intensity (making connections with what the know to what they care about) 
• Session 2: To learn from nonfiction, readers get their mental arms around the text (previewing texts) 

• Session 3: Text structures help accentuate what matters (determining important information) 

• Session 4: Embracing the challenge of nonfiction reading (monitoring for sense) 

• Session 5: The Challenges posed by texts that are structured as hybrids (how parts fit together) 

• Session 6: Tackling tricky vocabulary through reading, note-taking, and conversation (figurative language) 

• Session 7: Summary book camp (retelling and summarizing) 

• Session 8: Planning for a research project  

• Session 9: Synthesis (synthesizing across multiple texts) 

• Session 10: Reading various types of texts 

• Session 11: Writing to grow research-based ideas  

• Session 12: Don’t skip the hard stuff (rereading small parts) 

• Session 13: Teaching one another (celebrating to teach each other about topics learned) 

• Session 14: Reading and thinking across two topics: comparing and contrasting 

• Session 15: Seeking out patterns and relationships (balancing on-going work with new thinking) 

• Session 16: New topics lead to new investigations (creating questions from new learning) 

• Session 17: Readers come to texts with their own agenda (creating a plan for research) 

• Session 18: Evaluating Sources 



• Session 19: Reading closely, thinking deeply (noticing author’s craft for meaning) 

• Session 20: Analyzing craft: Studying how nonfiction authors achieve their goals (techniques authors used to present 
information) 

• Session 21: Imagining Possibilities (share and present research findings) 

 
Up the Ladder (Nonfiction) 

• Session 1: Reading to be fascinated (reading with excitement) 

• Session 2: Readers notice details and ask questions 

• Session 3: Choosing just-right nonfiction books 

• Session 4: Reading flexibly: Predict, then revise and confirm 

• Session 5: Taking action to clear up confusion (rereading and checking for understanding in small chunks) 

• Session 6: Taking stock and setting goals 

• Session 7: Introductions and text features are clues to main ideas 

• Session 8: Repeated parts can be clues to the main idea 

• Session 9: Multiple main ideas: Finding big and smaller ideas in each section of text 

• Session 10: Rereading differently for different purposes 

• Session 11: Thinking in response to what you learn 

• Session 12: Writing about reading 

• Session 13: Getting a grip on narrative nonfiction by first focusing on elements of story (character, setting, plot, and change) 

• Session 14: Reading nonfiction with filters (important ideas and information) 

• Session 15: Studying character in narrative nonfiction to make interpretations (clearly communicating ideas with evidence) 

• Session 16: Envisioning narrative nonfiction texts in richer ways by including information 

• Session 17: Inferring to gain new insights about subjects and information 

• Session 18: Nonfiction readers teach others what they’ve learned 



November 
December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Details and Synthesis  
 

• Session 1: Taking Stock of the Work You Do as a Fiction Reader  

• Session 2: Pay Attention to what You’re Not Doing as a Reader  

• Session 3: Replace Old Ideas with Better Ones 

• Session 4: Analyze How Change Happens: Cause and Effect  

• Session 5: Readers Bring Their Ideas to Reading Friends, and Rethink Them Together 

• Session 6: Parts of a Story That Are About the Setting or the Plot Also Reveal Character 

• Session 7: Understanding What Parts of the Story Reveal about Character Change  

• Session 8: Examining Motivations and Obstacles Characters Face and What They Learn  

• Session 9: Studying a Character’s Behavior  

• Session 10: Secondary Characters Impact the Theme  

• Session 11: Writing Essays in Our Minds, Gathering Text Evidence to Support Our Ideas  
• Session 12: Quoting the Text to Strengthen Our Ideas  

• Session 13: Characters Face Similar Situations in Different Stories  

• Session 14: Noticing Similarities and Differences Across Texts Issues, Ideas, and Lessons  

• Session 15: Considering How Points of View Might be Similar Across Two Texts 

• Session 16: Making Connections from Our Books to Our Lives (celebrate connections made with characters) 

January 
February 

Reading History     • Session 1: Researchers orient themselves to a text set (activating previous knowledge) 

• Session 2: Readers use text structures to organize incoming information and notes 
• Session 3: Special challenges for researching history (organizing who, why, when while researching) 

• Session 4: Prioritizing: Notetaking on what’s really important 

• Session 5: Synthesizing across texts 

• Session 6: The role of emblematic detail in nonfiction (notice details that reveal the tone and point of view) 

• Session 7: Readers develop strategies for reading primary sources  

• Session 8: Readers bring their topics of life (use what you know about fiction to envision events) 

• Session 9: A Celebration of Learning (teaching others what you learn) 

• Session 10: Recognizing different perspectives (multiple points of view) 

• Session 11: Readers Find- and angle- evidence to support their claim (notice how historical evidence supports certain points 
of view) 

• Session 12: Rehearsing a debate (researching both sides of a debate) 

• Session 13: Staging a second continental congress debate (celebrate with debate using evidence) 

• Session 14: Building prior knowledge to that makes texts accessible 

• Session 15: Strategies for tackling increasingly complex texts (previewing, reading in segments, and paraphrasing) 

• Session 16: Readers study all parts of a text to determine main ideas (introductions, conclusions, and text features) 

• Session 17: Readers alter their strategies based on the kind of text they are reading (text structures to help determine 
important information) 

• Session 18: Developing a richer conceptual knowledge of key vocabulary (learning vocabulary through context, definition, 
and deeper level) 

• Session 19: Questioning and hypothesizing to reach deeper conclusions 

• Session 20: Reading history for universal messages, for meaning (asking questions and learning big lessons from the past) 



March Testing as a Genre Unit Created within team PLC work: based off of NWEA and ILEARN data. Using review of previous units in Fiction and Non-fiction. 

April 
May 

Historical Fiction Clubs  • Session 1: Reading analytically at the start of a book (analyzing the setting) 

• Session 2: Monitoring for sense: Fitting the pieces together (tracking story elements) 

• Session 3: Thinking across timelines: Fitting history and characters together 

• Session 4: Characters’ perspectives are shaped by their roles (historical setting impact on characters) 

• Session 5: Making significance (recognize a significant moment and connect it to the message of the book) 

• Session 6: Seeing big ideas in small details (supporting ideas with evidence) 

• Session 7: Determining themes 

• Session 8: Deepening interpretation through collaboration and close reading (creating ideas while reading or in 
conversations) 

• Session 9: Attending to minor characters (multiple perspectives) 

• Session 10: Self-Assessing using qualities of a strong interpretation (draft and revise interpretations) 

• Session 11: Turning to primary sources to better understand history (build background knowledge by studying images, 
photographs, and illustrations from the time period) 

• Session 12: Turning reading into a project: Add background information to deepen understanding 
• Session 13: Readers learn history from historical narratives (readers take notes and organize their thinking) 

• Session 14: Some people’s perspective is not all people’s perspective 

• Session 15: Seeing power in its many forms (investigating power as a motivation within the story) 

• Session 16: Finding thematic connections across texts (comparing themes across texts) 

• Session 17: Celebration (celebrating and building own reading lives and inspirations) 

Remediation materials for literacy supports are available at each school for small group or individual student instruction. We use: Corrective Reading, Earobics, Edmark, Great 
Leaps, LLI: Leveled Literacy Intervention by Fountas and Pinnell, Language! Language for Learning, Lexia, Lindamood-Bell LiPS and Seeing Stars, PALS, Reading Mastery, REWARDS, 

Visualizing/Verbalizing, and Wilson Language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Reading Levels in Fourth Grade   
  

Reading level teaching occurs in small groups and through individual conferring. Levels develop along a continuum. Both informal and formal assessments occur throughout the 
year. Below is the reading level progression used in fourth grade. Highlighted levels represent the expectations for the end of each quarter

 
 

 
       Grade Level 

  
Fountas/Pinnell Reading Level 

K Q1 A 

K Q2 B 

K Q3 C 

K Q4 D/E 

1 Q1 D/E 

1  Q2 F/G 

1 Q3 H/I 

1 Q4 J/K 

2 Q1 J/K 

2 Q2 L 

2 Q3 M 

2 Q4 N 

3 Q1 N 

3 Q2 O 

3 Q3 P 

3 Q4 Q 

4 Q1 Q 

4 Q2 R 

4 Q3 S 



4 Q4 T 

5 Q1 T 

5 Q2 U 

5 Q3 V 

5 Q4 W 

6 Q1 W 

6 Q2 X 

6 Q3 Y 

6 Q4 Z 

7-8 EOY Z 

 

  



 

Writing in Fourth Grade  

  
Teachers use resources from Teachers College at Columbia University by Heinemann Publishing along with the   

Indiana Academic Standards to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students.   
The sequence below represents a typical recommended publisher sequence from Heinemann Publishing. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with 
responsive teaching practices through enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with school improvement goals that are specific to your student’s 

school.  
  

To learn more about the Fourth Grade Indiana Academic Standards   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-ela-standards-dec-2020.pdf 

 

Writing Units and Goals 

 Unit of Study Learning Goals 

August 
September 

Up the Ladder- 
Narrative 

• Session 1: Think, Plan, Write 

• Session 2: Revising by telling important parts, bit by bit (including details and adjectives) 

• Session 3: Planning your story in three parts (using a story structure to plan) 

• Session 4: Using drama to bring characters (and writing) to life (include action, dialogue, and thoughts of characters) 

• Session 5: Varying end punctuation 

• Session 6: Mini Celebration (reflect on what has been learned so far) 

• Session 7: Fiction writers create characters with real wants and troubles that matter  

• Session 8: Because endings matter, fiction writers draft several 
• Session 9: Writers are job captains of their writing (writers set goals for their writing lives)  

• Session 10: Developing characters across a series 

• Session 11: Bringing out the secret thoughts and quirkiness of characters (characters thoughts and feelings) 

• Session 12: Editing and Celebration (setting goals with editing) 

• Session 13: Living a writerly life (notice small details in everyday lives) 

• Session 14: Writers zoom in to focus on a moment (expand paragraph/sentence length) 

• Session 15: Storytelling as rehearsal for drafting out of notebooks (envisioning) 

• Session 16: Writers do the stuff they have already learned to do (apply writing habits and skills previously learned to new 
piece) 

• Session 17: Revising from the heart (add more to the most important part of piece) 

• Session 18: Learning from the pros (author study of craft) 

• Session 19: Comma comprehension (use of commas in writing) 

• Session 20: Celebrate good times, come on (culmination of storytelling skills) 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-ela-standards-dec-2020.pdf


October 
November 

Boxes and Bullets- 
Nonfiction Unit 

• Session 1: Essay structure boot camp 

• Session 2: Collecting ideas as essayists 

• Session 3: Writing to learn (creating clear ideas) 

• Session 4: Using elaboration prompts to grow ideas (extending ideas by staying with them longer) 

• Session 5: Mining our writing (use journal entries to develop more fully formed ideas and thesis statements) 

• Session 6: Boxes and bullets: Framing essays (developing different types of reasons for essay) 

• Session 7: Return to boot camp (focus on both form and content of essays) 

• Session 8: Composing and sorting mini-stories (use narrative writing to support ideas for thesis) 

• Session 9: Creating parallelism in lists (gathering evidence for essays, including lists, and deciding which should go in 
essays) 

• Session 10: Organizing for drafting (evidence is supportive and varied) 

• Session 11: Building a cohesive draft (transition words and repeated phrases) 

• Session 12: Becoming our own job captains (solving our own problems within the writing process) 

• Session 13: Writing introductions and conclusions  

• Session 14: Revising our work with goals in mind (craft and convention goals) 

• Session 15: Correcting run-on sentences and sentence fragments 

• Session 16: Moving from personal to persuasive (ideas for persuasive essays) 

• Session 17: Inquiry for persuasive essay (noting what’s similar with personal and persuasive essays) 

• Session 18: Broader evidence (variety of sources are used for evidence) 

• Session 19: Connecting evidence, reason, thesis  

• Session 20: Getting ready to put your opinions into the world (editing spelling, punctuation, and other conventions) 

• Session 21: Hey World, listen up!: Sharing our opinions loudly and proudly (thinking about your audience) 

November 
December 

Literary Essays • Session 1: Close reading to generate ideas about a text (details in a text can spark new ideas developed through writing) 

• Session 2: Gathering writing by studying characters 

• Session 3: Elaborating on written ideas using prompts 

• Session 4: Finding and testing a thesis 

• Session 5: Using stories as evidence 

• Session 6: Citing textual evidence (using direct quotes to support a claim) 

• Session 7: Using lists as evidence 

• Session 8: Putting it all together: Constructing literary essays (drafts created out of collected evidence) 

• Session 9: Writing to discover what a story is really about (looking for patterns to determine the theme or message) 

• Session 10: Adding complexity to our ideas (look at multiple perspectives of a text) 

• Session 11: Flash-drafting literary essays 

• Session 12: Beginnings and endings 

• Session 13: Using descriptions of an author’s craft as evidence 

• Session 14: Editing (present tense and correct pronoun references) 

• Session 15: Building muscles to compare and contrast (similarities and differences between texts) 

• Session 16: Comparing and contrasting familiar texts (compare and contrast characters and/or themes through essays) 

• Session 17: Using yesterday’s learning, today and always (apply learning to create new projects) 

• Session 18: Developing distinct lines of thought (elaborate on supporting ideas to ensure enough evidence for claim) 

• Session 19: Use of commas 



• Session 20: A Celebration 

January 
February 

Bringing History to Life • Session 1: Getting the sense of informational books (planning the project) 

• Session 2: Planning the structure of writing (plan the structure of the project then use this structure to organize research 
and notetaking) 

• Session 3: Planning and writing with greater independence (apply writing strategies to new situations) 

• Session 4: Teaching as a way to rehearse for information writing 

• Session 5: Elaboration: The details that let people picture what happened long ago and far away (paragraph/sentence 
length) 

• Session 6: Bringing information alive: Stories inside nonfiction texts (character, setting, conflict) 

• Session 7: Essays within information texts (structure, thesis, and research to support ideas within an essay) 

• Session 8: Taking stock and setting goals (reflection) 

• Session 9: Writers plan for their research 

• Session 10: The intense mind-work of note-taking (explain notes to someone else) 

• Session 11: Drafting is like tobogganing: First the preparation, the positioning….then the woosh! (use what you know to 
draft new information books) 

• Session 12: Developing a logical structure using introductions and transitions (grammar) 

• Session 13: Text features: Popping out the important information  

• Session 14: Quotations accentuate importance: Voices chime in to make a point 

• Session 15: Using all we know to craft essay and narrative sections (chapters with how-to, narrative, and essay) 

• Session 16: The other side of the story (remember and address more than one side of the story) 

• Session 17: Self- Assessment and goal setting: Taking on new challenges 

• Session 18: Information writing gives way to idea writing (develop own ideas from information learned) 

• Session 19: Digging deeper: Interpreting the life lessons that history teaches 

• Session 20: Using confusions to guide research (questions and wonderings guide research and writing) 

• Session 21: Questions without a ready answer 
• Session 22: Editing 

• Session 23: A Final Celebration: An Expert Fair 

March Testing as a Genre Unit Created within team PLC work: based off NWEA and ILEARN data. Previous work with writing for information and fiction are 
reviewed.  

April 
May 

The Arc of Story • Session 1: Imagining stories from ordinary moments (small moments in lives inspire stories) 

• Session 2: Imagining stories we wish existed in the world 

• Session 3: Developing believable characters (character traits) 

• Session 4: Giving characters struggles and motivations 

• Session 5: Plotting with a story arc (sketch out plans for a plot) 

• Session 6: Show, Don’t Tell: Planning and writing scenes (description of action, dialogue) 

• Session 7: Feeling and drafting the heart of your story (envisioning your story as you write) 

• Session 8: Studying published texts to write leads (stronger paragraphs) 

• Session 9: Orienting readers with setting 

• Session 10: Writing powerful endings 

• Session 11: Revision: Rereading with a lens (correction and additions) 

• Session 12: Making space for writing (create own spaces in writing notebooks and homes) 

• Session 13: Using mentor texts to flesh out characters 



• Session 14: Editing with various lenses (correction and additions) 

• Session 15: Publishing anthologies: A celebration 

• Session 16: Launching independent fiction projects (apply knowledge to new fiction stories) 

• Session 17: Planning and drafting stories with agency 

• Session 18: Mining the connections between reading and writing fiction (try craft moves from favorite authors) 

• Session 19: Focusing the reader’s gaze (visualize from different angles to make a variety of points) 

• Session 20: Choosing punctuation for effect 

• Session 21: Surveying your work and planning for the future (reflect on work, celebrate accomplishments, create new 
goals) 

  



 
                                                                                                                                  Word Study in Fourth Grade  

 
Teachers use the Indiana Academic Standards and resources from Words Their Way by Savvas-Pearson to assess and plan word work lessons  

at the progression level that each student is working towards. 
Words Their Way by Savvas-Pearson is a resource that aligns spelling to leveled reading and writing. Students at higher reading levels generally need more sophisticated word 

patterns and students with remediation needs require more support with basic word spelling patterns.  
The chart below shows the spelling stage development for fourth grade. 

 

To learn more about the Fourth Grade Indiana Academic Standards   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-ela-standards-dec-2020.pdf 

 

Word Study in Fourth Grade 

 
 

Grade  Beginning of the Year Stage End of the Year Stage 

 K  Emergent- Letter Name Alphabetic Middle Letter Name Alphabetic 

 1  Late Emergent- Within Word Pattern Early Within Word Pattern 

 2  Late Letter Name- Early Syllables and Affixes Late Within Word Pattern 

 3  Within Word Pattern- Syllables and Affixes Early Syllables and Affixes 

 4  Within Word Pattern- Syllables and Affixes Middle Syllables and Affixes 

 5  Syllables & Affixes- Derivational Relations Late Syllables & Affixes 
 

 

  

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade4-ela-standards-dec-2020.pdf


 

Science and Inquiry in Fourth Grade  
  

Teachers use Discovery Science, Discovery United Streaming, World Book Online and physical consumable resources along with the   
Indiana Academic Standards to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching 

practices through enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with school improvement goals that are   
specific to your student’s school.  

  
To learn more about the Fourth Grade Indiana Academic Standards  

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/indiana-fourth-grade-standards-2016-41116.pdf 
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/indiana-3-5-computer-science-standards-2016-060717.pdf 

 

Science Units and Goals 

 Unit of Study Learning Goals 

Quarter 1 Physical Science 
Unit 1- About Energy 
 
 

• Recognize the forces (lift, drag, friction, thrust and gravity) that affect the motion within a 
transportation system or device. 

• Investigate the relationship between speed and energy. 

• Investigate how multiple simple machines work together to perform everyday tasks. 

• Describe and investigate the different ways in which energy can be generated and/or converted 
from one form of energy to another form of energy. 

• Make observations to explain how energy can be transferred from place to place by sound, light, 
heat, and electric currents. 

Quarter 1 Physical Science 
Unit 2- Energy Transfer 
 

• Describe and investigate the different ways in which energy can be generated and/or converted 
from one form of energy to another form of energy. 

• Make observations to explain how energy can be transferred from place to place by sound, light, 
heat, and electric currents. 

• Conducting and performing investigations 

Quarter 2 Life Science 
Unit 3- Systems for Survival 
 
 

• Observe, analyze, and interpret how offspring are very much, but not exactly, like their parents 
or one another. Describe how these differences in physical characteristics among individuals in a 
population may be advantageous for survival and reproduction. 

• Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that 
function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction in a different ecosystem. 

Quarter 2 Life Science 
Unit 4- Ecosystems 
 

• Use evidence to support the explanation that a change in the environment may result in a plant 
or animal will survive and reproduce, move to a new location, or die. 

Quarter 3 Earth and Space Science 
Unit 5- Changing Earth 

• Describe how geological forces change the shape of the land suddenly and over time. 

• Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering) 

• Develop solutions that could be implemented to reduce the impact of humans on the natural 
environment and the natural environment on humans. 

Quarter 3/4 Earth and Space Science 
Unit 6- Earth’s Energy Resources 

• Obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are derived from natural 
resources and their uses affect the environment. 

• Develop solutions that could be implemented to reduce the impact of humans on the natural 
environment and the natural environment on humans. 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/indiana-fourth-grade-standards-2016-41116.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/indiana-3-5-computer-science-standards-2016-060717.pdf


Quarter 4 Earth and Space Science 
Unit 7- Earth 

• Investigate how the moon appears to move through the sky and it changes day to day, 
emphasizing the importance of how the moon impacts the Earth, the rising and setting times, 
and solar and lunar eclipses. 

Ongoing PLTW: Project Lead the Way for Computer 
Science 

• Input Output: Computer Systems 

• Students will learn how technology impact their lives 

• Students will learn ways computing systems work together to accomplish tasks 
• Students will learn how a step-by-step process can help you design or improve a solution to a 

problem 

Ongoing PLTW: Project Lead the Way for Computer 
Science 

• Input Output: Computer Systems 

• Students will learn how to construct a set of statements that will provide the computer with 
step-by-step instructions for displaying a story 

• Students will learn what technology lets them do that they can't do without using technology  

• Students will learn strategies can they use so that they don’t become frustrated if their program 
isn't working correctly 

 

  



 
 

 

Social Studies and Inquiry in Fourth Grade  

  
Teachers use HSE teacher curriculum committee work, Discovery United Streaming, and World Book Online along with the   

Indiana Academic Standards to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students.   
The sequence below represents a typical recommended sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching 

practices through enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with school improvement goals that are specific to your student’s schoo l.  
  

To learn more about the Fourth Grade Indiana Academic Standards  
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade-4-ss-standards-2020.pdf  

 

Social Studies Units and Goals 

Quarter Unit of Study Learning Goals 

Quarter 1 Geography  
 

• How have glaciers shaped Indiana’s 
landscape and environment? 

• How has the Earth/Sun relationship 
effected Indiana’s climate? 

• How have people modified Indiana’s 
environment over time? 

• Use latitude and longitude to identify physical and human features of Indiana. 

• Estimate distances between two places on a map when referring to relative locations. 

• Identify the location of the state capital, major cities, and rivers in Indiana. 

• Map and describe the physical regions of Indiana and identify major national resources and crop 
regions. 

• Describe Indiana’s landforms and how glaciers impacted Indiana’s landscape. 

Quarter 2 Civics and Government 
 

• Why do we have government in place?  

• How do you take action when presented 
with an issue in current events or global 
goals?  

 

• Explain the major purposes of Indiana’s Constitution, as stated in the Preamble. 

• Describe individual rights which people have under Article 1 of Indiana’s Constitution. 

• Identify and explain the major responsibilities of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches 
of state government as written in the Indiana Constitution. 

• Identify major state offices, the duties and powers associated with them, and how they are 
chosen. 

• Define and provide examples of civic virtues and how citizens can participate in their state 
government. 

• Use a variety of resources to take a position or recommend a course of action on a public issue 
relating to Indiana’s past or present. 

Quarter 2/3 History 
 

• How might people, places, events, and 
movements have led to the 
development of Indiana as a state?  

• How did European Settlers impact the 
lives of Native Americans in Indiana?  

 

• Students trace the historical periods, places, people, events, and movements that have led to the 
development of Indiana as a state.  

• Identify and compare the major early cultures that lived in the region of Indiana before the arrival 
of the Europeans, and before Indiana became a state. 

• Identify and describe historic Native American Indian groups that lived in Indiana at the time of 
early European exploration, including ways these groups adapted to and interacted with the 
physical environment. 

• Explain the importance of the Revolutionary War and other key events and people that 
influenced the development of Indiana as a state. 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade-4-ss-standards-2020.pdf


• Summarize and explain the significance of key documents in Indiana’s development from a 
United States territory to statehood. 

• Identify and explain the causes of the removal of Native American Indian groups in the state and 
their resettlement during the 1830s. 

• Explain how key individuals and events influenced the early growth and development of Indiana. 
Quarter 4 Economics 

 

• How has productivity changed over the 
past hundred years?  

• How have entrepreneurs influenced 
Indiana and the local community?  

• How do global connections impact 
Indiana’s economy?  

 

• Give examples of the kinds of goods and services produced in Indiana in different historical 
periods. 

• Define productivity and provide examples of how productivity has changed in Indiana. 

• Explain how both parties can benefit from trade and give examples of how people in Indiana 
engaged in trade in different time periods. 

• Explain that prices change as a result of changes in supply and demand for specific products. 

• Describe Indiana’s global connections. 

• List the functions of money and compare and contrast things that have been used as money in 
the past in Indiana, the United States, and the world. 

• Identify important goods and services provided by state and local governments by giving 
examples of how state and local tax revenues are used. 

• Explain how people save, develop a savings plan, and create a budget in order to make a future 
purchase. 

Fourth grade students at HSE schools have a unique opportunity to take study trips to a local historical site, Conner Prairie, to further investigate and experience important 
historical events in the state of Indiana led by the teacher in residence at Conner Prairie. Students typically experience 4 sessions at Conner Prairie that are aligned to 

standards in STEM and Social Studies.  

  



 

Social and Emotional Learning in Fourth Grade  

  
Teachers use resources from Second Step (SS) from the Committee for Children, Mind Up (MU) from Scholastic, and Common-Sense Media (CSM) to plan units of study   

for their fourth-grade students.   
The sequence below represents the recommended scope and sequence that our Social and Emotional Learning district team created. Variation occurs as important responsive 

teaching practices to support the individual needs of students and classes with enrichment, acceleration, remediation and reteaching.  
  

Social Emotional Learning in Fourth Grade   

  Unit of Study   Learning Goals  

Week of Sept 13  Growth Mindset and Goal Setting (SS)   
Lesson 1: Setting a Good Goal   

Students will be able to use criteria to identify a class goal.   

Week of Sept 20  Growth Mindset and Goal Setting (SS)   
Lesson 2: Making a Plan   

Students will be able to make an effective plan to reach a class goal.   

Week of Sept 27  Growth Mindset and Goal Setting (SS)   
Lesson 3: Checking Our Progress  

Students will be able to evaluate progress toward a class goal so they can make adjustments if 
needed.     

Week of Oct 4  Growth Mindset and Goal Setting (SS)   
Lesson 4: Reflecting on Our Journey   

Students will be able to reflect on the goal-setting process.   

Week of Oct 11  Growth Mindset and Goal Setting (SS)   
Lesson 5: Ready, Set, Goal!   

Students will be able to apply the goal-setting process to a new group goal and reflect on how it 
went.   

Week of Oct 25  Digital Citizenship (CSM)   
  

My Media Choices  
  

Students will learn the “What? When? How Much?” framework for describing their media 
choices.  Students will use this framework and their emotional responses to evaluate how 
healthy different types of media choices are.  Students will begin to develop their own definition 
of healthy media balance.  

 

Week of Nov 1  Digital Citizenship (CSM)   
  

Be a Super Digital Citizen  

Students will be able to reflect on the characteristics that make someone an upstanding digital 
citizen.  Students will be able to recognize what cyberbullying is and show ways to be an 
upstander by creating a digital citizenship superhero comic strip.  

 

Week of Nov 8  Emotion Management (SS)   
Lesson 6: The Balanced Brain   

Students will be able to explain why it is important to manage strong emotions.    

Week of Nov 15  Emotion Management (SS)   
Lesson 7: What Is Rethinking?   

Students will be able to describe the benefits of rethinking a situation.     

Week of Nov 29  Emotion Management (SS)   
Lesson 8: How to Rethink   

Students will be able to use questions to help them rethink given situations.    

Week of Dec 6   Emotion Management (SS)   
Lesson 9: Take Another Look   

Students will be able to rethink a situation they have personally experienced.     

Week of Jan 10  Emotion Management (SS)   
Lesson 10: Rethink It!   

Students will be able to rethink a variety of situations.     

Week of Jan 24  Getting Focused (MU)   
How Your Brain Works   

Students will learn about the three parts of their brains that help them think and respond to 
stress.  

 

Week of Jan 31  Getting Focused (MU)   
Mindful Awareness   

Students will compare mindful behavior and unmindful behavior and identify the parts of the 
brain responsible for controlling each type.  

 

Week of Feb 7  Getting Focused (MU)   
Focused Awareness   

Students will learn daily strategies that will help them calm down and focus.   



Week of Feb 21  Empathy and Kindness (SS)   
Lesson 11: The Same, But Different    

Students will be able to explain different points of view in a given situation.    

Week of Feb 28  Empathy and Kindness (SS)   
Lesson 12: Ask, Listen, Learn   

Students will be able to generate questions a person could ask to better understand someone’s 
point of view.    

 

Week of March 7  Empathy and Kindness (SS)   
Lesson 13: Seeing It Differently   

Students will be able to ask questions to better understand someone’s point of view.     

Week of March 14  Empathy and Kindness (SS)   
Lesson 14: Changing Your Mind   

Students will be able to explain how understanding someone’s point of view could change their 
own thinking or actions.   

 

Week of March 21  Empathy and Kindness (SS)    
Lesson 15: A New Point of View   

Students will be able to demonstrate taking another person’s point of view.     

Week of March 28  Digital Citizenship (CSM)  
 

Keeping Games Fun & Friendly  

Students will learn to define “social interaction” and give an example, describe the positives and 
negatives of social interaction in online games, and will learn to create an online video game 
cover that includes guidelines for positive social interaction.  

 

Week of April 11  Problem-Solving (SS)   
Lesson 16: A Good Problem-Solver   

Students will be able to explain what they can do to be a better problem-solver.   

Week of April 18  Problem-Solving (SS)   
Lesson 17: Saying it Respectfully    

Students will be able to describe a given problem from each person’s point of view.    

Week of April 26  Problem-Solving (SS)   
Lesson 18: Exploring Outcomes   

Students will be able to evaluate possible solutions to a given problem.    

Week of May 3  Problem-Solving (SS)   
Lesson 19: A Good Solution   

Students will be able to evaluate which solution best solves a problem.    

Week of May 10  Problem-Solving (SS)   
Lesson 20: STEP into Problem-Solving   

Students will be able to apply the STEP process to solve a problem from each person’s point of 
view.   

 

  



  

Music in Fourth Grade  
 

Music teachers use resources from Quaver Music to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students.   
The sequence below represents the recommended scope and sequence that the publisher recommends. Variation occurs as important responsive teaching practices to support 

the individual needs of students and classes with enrichment, acceleration, reteaching and project work.  
  

To learn more about the Indiana Fourth Grade Music standards visit this site:  

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/2017-visual-arts-final-revision.pdf  
  

Music Units and Goals  

 Unit of Study Learning Goals 

Anchor Standard 4 Rhythmic or melodic decoding 
 Examples: 

• Select the rhythm that matches the given text 

• Teacher plays a melody and students move, 
create a visual representation, or visually lay 
out the melodic pattern 

• Students identify specific rhythmic or melodic 
patterns 

• Exposure to standard rhythmic notation 
Melodic Internalization (hearing the song in your 
head) 

     Examples: 

• A song such as Bingo or My Hat It Has Three 
Corners where parts of the song are replaced 
with a motion, but students continue singing 
the song in their head  

• Students will internalize entire phrases of 
songs 

• Accurately speak or sing familiar and unfamiliar rhymes and songs with varied forms, 
tempi, meters, and tonalities within the range of an octave. 

 

Anchor Standard 5 • Dynamics: Loudness and Softness, Forte and 
Piano 

• Pitch: High/Low, Ostinato, Melody, Unison, 
Harmony, Round/Canon 

• Form: AB, ABA, Call and Response, Repeat 
Sign 

• Tempo: Speed of the Music 

• Rhythm Terms: Use appropriate terms for 
rhythm 

• Notation Term: Treble Clef, Staff, Measure, 
Repeat, Barlines, Double Barlines 

• Listening and responding to a varied repertoire of music by describing, interpreting, 
analyzing, and evaluating music and its elemental components 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/2017-visual-arts-final-revision.pdf


Anchor Standard 6 *For fourth grade students will demonstrate 
movement for an assigned section/part within a 
piece of music. 

• Melodic Contour: Demonstrate ascending, 
descending, and simple changes in melodic 
contour through movement. 

• Form and Phrasing: Demonstrate simple 
forms and phrases through movement. 

• Expressive Elements: Demonstrate continued 
growth in responding to expressive elements 
of music through movement. 

• Rhythmic Values: Demonstrate through 
movement for rhythmic values  

      In simple:  Quarter note, Quarter rest, half 
note, paired eighth notes, four sixteenth 
notes. In compound: Dotted quarter, three 
eighths, and quarter eighth.  

• Folk Dance: Demonstrate increased difficulty 
in folk dance skills. 

• Use movement to demonstrate rhythmic patterns and simple and compound meter 

• Demonstrate changes in melodic contour through movement 

• Identify and express age-appropriate music concepts including form, phrasing, 
expressive qualities, and timbre through movement in listening examples, singing 
games and/or simple folk dances 

 

Anchor Standard 7 *In fourth grade, students will review and 
demonstrate growth in this area 

• Sing in an octave range with accurate pitch in 
varied tonalities 
o A Ram Sam Sam 
o I Love the Mountains 
o Missy La, Massa La 
o This Land Is Your Land 
o White Coral Bells 

• Sing patterns from notation using la, so, mi, 
re, do and  

                         
o Refer to Conversational Solfege for songs      
     and patterns 

 

• Sing songs with an ostinato (bass line melody) 
o I Love the Mountains 
o Where is the Moon 

• Partner Songs 
o Canoe Song/Land of the Silver Birch 
o Bow Belinda/Skip to My Lou 
o Shake the Papaya Down 

• Rounds/Canons 

• Perform a varied repertoire of music by singing, alone and with others from rote 
memory and written notation 



• Include recording/videos of authentic 
performances from different cultures 

Anchor Standard 8 • Rhythmic from notation: 
         In simple:  Quarter note, Quarter rest, half   
         note, paired eighth notes, four sixteenth  
         notes.  
         In compound: Dotted quarter, three eighths,     
         and quarter eighth.  

• Melodic from standard notation 
      *In fourth grade, students should be 

introduced to reading music on the staff 
      Play or sing a melodic pattern in simple and 

compound meter. 

• Play melodic, rhythmic, and chordal patterns 
at a consistent tempo. 

      Melodic patterns in a variety of modes and 
modal pentatonics. Chordal patterns such as 
borduns.  

• Advanced- Student can play pitched and unpitched percussion, and/or wind 
instruments using correct techniques with great accuracy 

• Proficient- Student can play pitched and unpitched percussion, and/or wind 
instruments using correct techniques with moderate accuracy 

• Progressing- Student can play pitched and unpitched percussion, and/or wind 
instruments using correct techniques with some accuracy 

• Needs Improvement- Student can play pitched and unpitched percussion, and/or 
wind instruments using correct techniques with little accuracy 

.  
 

Anchor Standard 9 • In fourth grade, students will review and 
demonstrate growth in this area 

Examples of improvisation: 

• Students will create their own rhythm and 
melody as a B section to a learned song in the 
style of the song. 

• Students improvise a rhythm or melody in call 
and response form 

• Students improvise a melody to a known 
rhythm 

• Students will improvise rhythm in a given 
pitch set 

• Students will create an accompaniment by 
combining ostinatos 

• Advanced- Student can perform improvisation within the given parameters with 
great accuracy. 

• Proficient- Student can perform improvisation within the given parameters with 
moderate accuracy. 

• Progressing- Student can perform improvisation within the given parameters with 
some accuracy. 

• Needs Improvement- Student cannot perform improvisation within the given 
parameters 

 

Anchor Standard 10 Examples: 

• Rhythmic dictation 

• Melodic dictation 
• Form Identification 

• Creating a varied repertoire by representing audiated and aurally perceived music. 
 

Anchor Standard 11 Examples: 

• Students create rhythm using a given set of 
words 

• Students create melody using a given text 
(speech piece or poem) 

• Students create an ostinato to accompany a 
familiar song 

• Advanced- Student can create and perform within the given parameters with great 
accuracy. 

• Proficient- Student can create or perform within the given parameters with 
moderate accuracy. 

• Progressing- Student can create or perform within some of the given parameters. 

• Needs Improvement- Student cannot create within the given parameters 
 



• Students will create a short melodic phrase 
using a given pitch set using standard 
notation 

 
 

  
  

  



 

 
  

Art in Fourth Grade  

  
Art teachers use their academic standards to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students. 

The sequence below represents the units of study that teachers use.  Variation and responsive teaching occurs to support the individual needs of students and 
classes with enrichment, acceleration, reteaching and project work.    

The sequence below represents the recommended scope and sequence that the publisher recommends. Variation occurs as important responsive teaching practices to support 
the individual needs of students and classes with enrichment, acceleration, reteaching and project work.  

  
To learn more about the Indiana Fourth Grade Art standards visit this site:  

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/2017-visual-arts-final-revision.pdf  
  

Art Units and Goals  

  Unit of Study  Learning Goals  

Quarter 1 : Creating  Essential Questions:  

• What conditions, attitudes, and behaviors support creativity and innovative 
thinking? What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? How 
does collaboration expand the process? 

•  How does knowing contexts histories, and traditions of art forms help us create 
works of art and design? Why do artists follow or break from established 
traditions? How do artists determine what resources and criteria are needed to 
formulate artistic investigation? 

• How do artists work? How do artists and designers determine whether a 
particular directions in their work is effective? How do artists and designers 
learn from trial and error? 

• How do artists and designers care for and maintain materials, tools, and 
equipment? Why is it important for safety and health to understand and follow 
correct procedures in handling materials, tools, and equipment? What 
responsibilities come with the freedom to create? 

• How do objects, places, and design shape lives and communities? How do artists 
and designers determine goals for designing or redesigning objects, places, or 
systems? How do artists and designers create work of art or design that 
effectively communicate? 

• What role does persistence play in revising, refining, and developing work? How 
do artists grow and become accomplished in art forms? How does 
collaboratively reflecting on a work help us experience it more completely?  

• Brainstorm multiple approaches to a creative art or 
design problem.  

• Collaboratively set goals and create artwork that is 
meaningful and has purpose to the makers.   

• Explore and invent art-making techniques and 
approaches.    

• When making works of art, utilize and care for materials, 
tools, and equipment in a manner that prevents danger 
to oneself and others.   

• Document, describe, and represent regional constructed 
environments.   

• Revise artwork in progress on the basis of insights 
gained through peer discussion.   

  

Quarter 2: Presenting  Essential Questions: 

• How are artworks cared for and by whom? What criteria, methods, and 
processes are used to select work for preservation or presentation? Why do 
people value objects, artifacts, and artworks, and select them for presentation? 

• Analyze how past, present, and emerging technologies 
have impacted the preservation and presentation of 
artwork.   

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/2017-visual-arts-final-revision.pdf


• What methods and processes are considered when preparing artwork for 
presentation or preservation? How does refining artwork affect its meaning to 
the viewer? What criteria are considered when selecting work for presentation, 
a portfolio, or a collection? 

•  What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, 
artifacts, and artworks influence and shape ideas, beliefs, and experiences? How 
do objects, artifacts, and artworks collected, preserved, or presented, cultivate 
appreciation and understanding?  

• Analyze the various considerations for presenting and 
protecting art in various locations, indoor or outdoor 
settings, in temporary or permanent forms, and in 
physical and/or digital formats.   

• Compare and contrast purposes of art museums, art 
galleries, and other venues, as well as the types of 
personal experiences they provide.    

Quarter 3: Responding Essential Questions:  

• How do life experiences influence the way you relate to art? How does learning 
about art impact how we perceive the world? What can we learn from our 
responses to art? 

•  What is an image? Where and how do we encounter images in our world? How 
do images influence our views of the world? 

• What is the value of engaging in the process of art criticism? How can the 
viewer “read” a work of art as text? How does knowing and using visual art 
vocabularies help us understand and interpret works of art? 

• How does one determine criteria to evaluate a work of art? How and why might 
criteria vary? How is a personal preference different from an evaluation?  

• Compare responses to a work of art before and after 
working in similar media.   

• Analyze components in visual imagery that convey 
messages.   

• Interpret art by referring to contextual information and 
analyzing relevant subject matter, characteristics of 
form, and use of media.   

• Apply one set of criteria to evaluate more than one work 
of art.   

Quarter 4: Connecting Essential Questions:  

• How does engaging in creating art enrich people’s lives? How does making art 
attune people to their surroundings? How do people contribute to awareness 
and understanding of their lives and the lives of their communities through art-
making? 

• How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, 
and cultures? How is art used to impact the views of a society? How does art 
preserve aspects of life?  

• Create works of art that reflect community and/or 
cultural traditions.   

• Through observation, infer information about time, 
place, and culture in which a work of art was created.    

 
  

  



 

 
 

Physical Education and Health in Fourth Grade  

  
Physical Education teachers use the Indiana Academic Standards to plan units of study for their fourth-grade students.   

The sequence below represents the units of study that teachers use. Variation occurs as important responsive teaching practices to support the individual needs of students and 
classes with enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching and project work. 

  
To learn more about the Indiana Fourth Grade Physical Education standards visit this site:  

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/pk-5-pe-standards-revision-final-dec12-2017.pdf  
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/prek-12-health-standards-final-dec6-2017.pdf  

  

Physical Education and Health Units and Goals  

  Unit of Study  

Quarter 1  •  Cooperative Games 

• Locomotor Patterns 
• Spatial Awareness 

• Balance and Coordination 

• Pretesting 

• Teamwork (Sportsmanship) 

• Mindfulness 

Quarter 2 • Manipulating Objects: Striking, Catching, Kicking, and Punting 

• Teamwork (Sportsmanship) 

• Mindfulness 

• Cross Curricular 

Quarter 3 • Team and Individual Games 

• Seasonal (Lifelong) Activities  

• Health & Fitness 

• Teamwork (Sportsmanship) 

• Mindfulness 

• Cross Curricular 

Quarter 4 • Post testing 

• Field Day activities 

• Track & Field Skills 

• Lifelong Activities  

• Teamwork (Sportsmanship) 

• Mindfulness 

  
 
 

 

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/pk-5-pe-standards-revision-final-dec12-2017.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/prek-12-health-standards-final-dec6-2017.pdf


 

Safety Education in Fourth Grade 

 
The Fishers Fire Department uses local, state and national data and resources to plan units of study for first-grade students.  

The sequence below represents the units of study that the FFD uses.  
  

Safety Units and Goals  

  Unit of Study  Learning Goals  

Ongoing  Helmet Safety • Understand reasons why people choose to wear a helmet. 

• Explain how a helmet protects the brain and discuss what kind of consequences result from a brain 
injury. 

 

 
 

 

Global Studies in Fourth Grade 

 
Global Studies is offered at our larger elementary schools to support the Related Arts Department: Geist Elementary, Hoosier Road Elementary, Lantern Road Elementary, New 

Britton Elementary, Sand Creek Elementary, Southeastern Elementary and Thorpe Creek Elementary. Our Global Studies teachers use teacher developed resources to plan units of 
study for their foruth-grade students and Son Risas Spanish for Spanish instruction. 

 
The sequence below represents the recommended scope and sequence that the publisher recommends. Variation occurs as important responsive teaching practices to support 

the individual needs of students with enrichment and project work are incorporated. 
 

Global Studies Units and Goals  

 Unit of Study Learning Goals 

Quarter 1 Spanish • Review identification/location of 21 Spanish speaking countries 

• Review numbers to 100 by 10’s and numbers in between 

• Review conversations... ¿Cuántos años tienes?, ¿Cómo te llamas?, ¿Cómo estás?, ¿Dónde vives? and 
responses 

• Review calendar (days, months, seasons, saying the date) 

• Weather (Hace frío, Hace calor, Hace viento, Hace buen tiempo, Hace mal tiempo, Está lloviendo, 
Está nevando) 

Quarter 2 Spanish • Alphabet 

• Introduce Estoy feliz, triste, enojado/a, nervioso/a, confundido/a, sorprendido/a 

• Culture focus – Argentina – create Gauchadas 
 

 

Fourth Grade Report Card 
 

Your student's standards-based report card is in Skyward. Skills or standards are marked each quarter. Skills that are left blank have not yet been assessed.  
Some skills are assessed multiple times throughout the year. 



 

Fourth Grade Report Card  
Learner Characteristics  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  
Contributes and works collaboratively in groups          
Follows directions, classroom routines and listens attentively          
Is respectful to adults and peers          
Uses self-control           
Displays perseverance, welcomes a challenge          
Displays initiative, a self-starter attitude          
Makes interdisciplinary connections and displays higher level thinking          
Works independently to complete tasks          
Manages materials to stay organized and productive          
Turns in work on time          
Speaking and Listening  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  
Grade:          
Inquisitive, asks questions to direct own learning          
Uses conversation, turn taking, appropriate collaborative techniques in groups          
Effective presenter (clear, organized, engaging)          
Reading          
Grade:           
Reads at current level of expectation          
Reads with appropriate accuracy and fluency          
Monitors own reading to stay engaged and build stamina          
Uses word analysis skills to decode unknown words          
Determines main idea, key details, summarizes text          
Determines how characters, settings, or events in a text impact details and plot          
Compares and contrasts theme, characters, setting, plot          
Differentiates between story, play, poem structures          
Draws inferences by citing details and examples in a text          
Analyzes how point of view/perspective influences the events in a text          
Cites evidence in text to support arguments          
Interprets, explains informational text features to make sense of reading          
Evaluates evidence to support claims in informational text          
Compares and contrasts information from multiple sources to draw conclusions          
Determines how figurative language supports meaning          
Applies context clues to determine meaning          
Identifies relationships among words (synonyms, homonyms/graphs, analogies)          
Writing and Language (Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling)  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  
Grade:           
Conveys, organizes ideas and information clearly          
Composes narrative writing to develop real or imagined experiences/ events          
Composes opinion pieces supporting a point of view with reasons and information          
Reviews claims in text and media in informing or persuading opinion pieces          
Composes informative writing to explain a topic with supporting details          
Formulates, researches a question using primary and secondary sources          
Composes poetry to express ideas and emotions          
Re-reads and revises own writing           
Provides feedback to other writers          
Acquires and uses new vocabulary in written work          
Correctly identifies, uses adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, prepositions in writing          
Correctly identifies verb tense, correctly uses commonly misused verbs           



Uses spelling patterns and generalizations correctly in writing          
Edits writing using correct capitalization and punctuation           
Math  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  
Grade:          
Draws, identifies, and measures lines and angles          
Classifies shapes by properties of their lines and angles          
Describes, compares, classifies 2D and 3D objects          
Identifies, draws lines of symmetry          
Solves problems with conversions of measurements within the same system          
Solves measurement problems including area and perimeter of rectangles          
Records, interprets data in and on various charts and graphs          
Uses place value to understand, create, compare multi-digit whole numbers          
Identifies place value and rounds whole numbers to a given place           
Solves addition, subtraction, multiplication, division equations          
Adds and subtracts fractions with common denominators and explains equivalence          
Applies whole number operations to build fractions from unit fractions          
Understands decimal notation for fractions and compares decimal fractions          
Uses strategies and the four operations with whole numbers to solve problems          
Recognizes, understands, uses factors and multiples          
Advanced Math          
Grade:          
Masters math facts          
Interpret tables, graphs and generates questions          
Rounds decimals to any given place value          
Solves problems using multiplication, division with remainders           
Evaluates expressions with parentheses, brackets using   
(commutative, associative, distributive properties)  

        

Understands the relationship between fractions, decimals, percentages.          
Adds, subtracts, multiplies, divides fractions and mixed numbers           
Uses whole-number exponents to denote powers of 10          
Adds, subtracts, multiplies, divides decimals           
Graphs ordered pairs in coordinate plane, interprets coordinate values of points           
Identifies, describes, measures triangles, polygons, angles          
Understands, uses mean and median          
Understands radius and diameter          
Solves algebraic equations           
Science  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  
Grade:          
Social Studies  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  
Grade:          
Comments and Goal Setting          
Q1  
  
  

        

Q2  
  
  

        

Q3  
 
  

        

Q4          



   

 
*Teachers may use an “advanced math” grade card for high ability. This will be assigned based on student’s HA identification.   
*Music, Art, and PE are evaluated each semester for an overall grade. 
*Teachers will also add general notes, celebrations or goals based on teacher observations or assessments. 
*Setting bite sized quarterly goals with your student is important and offers shared responsibility for student growth. 
 

 

  
  The content contained in this document is provided only for educational and informational purposes; it is not intended to constitute an offer or contract. 

 Hamilton Southeastern Schools reserves the right to add, delete, or amend any of the following information at its sole discretion and without notice to the public.  
The use of third-party material does not constitute an endorsement of the material or the third party providing it.  

You may not copy, reproduce, distribute, publish, display, or modify, any such material, nor may you distribute any part of this content over any network, sell or offer it for sale  
or use such material to construct any kind of database. 

 

 
 


