
 
A Preschool Preview  

  
The Preschool day contains the following: 

• Structured Learning: Children are working on fine motor and readiness skills, such as sitting at a table to complete a task, independent practice, and 
social skills. Activities may include puzzles, stringing beads, counting objects, or using an eye dropper. 

• Community Circle: During this large group instruction, children listen to read alouds, participate in music and movement and learn social and self-
regulation skills. This is also a time to discuss the daily schedule.  

• Small Group Instruction: Located in different parts of the room, children rotate from area to area to work independently and with adults. Knowing how 
to follow a routine and multi-step directions and how to complete a task are important school readiness skills. 

• Exploratory Play: This is open-ended time for children and adults to play with one another in areas of the room such as dramatic play, blocks, sensory 
table, and light table. Exploratory Play allows children to expand upon their interests and build social-emotional skills. 

• Outdoor Play: Time on the playground, weather permitting. 
• Snack 

 
The classroom is a language-rich, social environment. Communication skills, sharing, turn taking and play are at the forefront of our program. 
 
There are no weekly themes with the curriculum. During the year, children will investigate topics of interest and quarterly experiences, including: 

• Family 
• Friends 
• Community helpers 
• Transportation 
• Healthy bodies 
• Food 
• Animals 
• Weather/seasons 
• Insects 
• Plants 
• Authors 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Mathematics in Preschool 

 
Teachers use resources from professional development with Dr. Ryan Flessner of Butler University, including Young Children’s Mathematics, along with the  

Indiana Early Learning Foundations to plan units of study for their preschool students.  
 

The sequence below represents a typical sequence based on the hierarchy of concept development. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of 
students with responsive teaching practices through enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals. 

Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 
 

To learn more about the Early Learning Foundations  
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 

 
Mathematics Goals 

Quarter  Introduced   Reinforced Mastered 
First 
 

• Sorting by attributes  
• Puzzles  
• Counting objects  

• Counting  

Second • Grouping and comparing  
• Spatial position  
• Shapes  

 

• Sorting by attributes 
• Puzzles 
• Counting objects 

• Counting 

Third • Compare quantity  
• Match numerals to objects  
• Patterns  
• Simple story problems  

 

• Grouping and comparing  
• Spatial position  
• Shapes  

 

• Sorting by attributes  
• Puzzles  
• Counting objects  
 

Fourth  • Compare quantity  
• Match numerals to objects  
• Patterns  
• Simple story problems  
 

• Grouping and comparing  
• Spatial position  
• Shapes  
• Counting 

 
 



Quarter Learning Goals 
Second  • I can sort objects by color, shape, and size.  

• I can count objects to 10.  
• I can complete simple puzzles. 

 
Third • I can make groups of objects bigger or smaller by adding to or taking away. 

• I can compare groups of objects by quantity using terms like: big, small, less, more, large, and same.  
• I can show spatial positions (in, out, on, off, under, above, below, between, beside).  
• I can build and identify 6 different shapes.  

 
Fourth • I can use sand and water play materials to compare quantity concepts using the terms: heavy, light, full and empty.  

• I can match numerals to objects (1-10).  
• I can follow and extend a basic pattern.  
• I can solve a simple story problem (with quantities to 5).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Literacy in Preschool 
 

The sequence below represents a typical sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching practices through 
enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals. Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter 

listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 
 

To learn more about the Indiana Early Learning Foundations:   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 

 
Learning Goals 

Quarter 
Second  • I can answer basic question posed by peers and adults.  

• I can express my wants and needs.  
• I can follow multi-step directions (1,2,3 step).   
• I can use a book (hold it, turn pages, talk about pictures).  
• I can listen with interest to books read aloud.  
• I can recognize my own name in print.  

 
Third • I can describe activities and experiences with detail.  

• I can answer basic questions about a story.  
• I can draw to express an idea (scribbles, simple pictures, letters).  
• I can identify upper case letters (some-most).   
• I can produce letter-sound correspondence (some-most 

 
Fourth • I can ask questions for understanding and clarity.  

• I can identify lower case letters (some-most).   
• I can label a drawing with some phonetic letter strings.  

 
 

Writing in Preschool 
 
 

Teachers use resources from Matt Glover, including Already Ready and Engaging Young Writers, and the Blackburn-Cramp Developmental Writing Scale, along 
with the Indiana Early Learning Foundations to plan units of study for their preschool students.  

The sequence below represents a typical sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching practices through 
enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals that are specific to your student’s school. Learning goals 

should be progressing during each quarter listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 



 
To learn more about the First Grade Indiana Academic Standards  

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 
 

Writing Units and Goals 

Month  Unit of Study  Learning Goals 

August  
September 

Illustration • Pre-writing strokes 
• Basic shapes 
• Self portraits 
• Combining shapes 
• Observational drawings 
• Color, size, movement 

October  
 

People Make Books • Introduction to books – what they are, how to use them, how to treat them 
• Pictures vs. text 
• Authors and illustrators 

October 
November 
December 

Finding and Keeping Ideas • Storytelling leads to planning 
• Pre-planning pages 
• LAMP (Language Acquisition Through Motor Planning) 
• EET (Expanding Expression Tool) 
• Adding details to pages 

January Informational Books • Labeling drawings 
• Personal narratives 
• Make a book to teach something 

February Reading Your Book So It 
Sounds Like a Book 

• Labeling drawings 
• How to be an audience member 
• How to give compliments 

March Author Studies • Using visuals to support book making 

April 
May 

Risk Taking • Applying letter sounds to writing 

 



                                 



 
Social and Emotional Learning in Preschool  

 
Teachers use resources from Second Step from the Committee for Children, Mind Up from Scholastic, and Zones of Regulation to plan units of study for their 

preschool students.  
 

Variation occurs as important responsive teaching practices to support the individual needs of students and classes with enrichment, acceleration, remediation, 
and reteaching. Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 

 
Resource Unit of Study  Lesson Title  

Mind Up Getting Focused 
 

How our Brains Work 

Mind Up 
 

Getting Focused 
 

Mindful Awareness 

Mind Up 
 

Getting Focused 
 

Focused Awareness 

Mind Up Sharpening Your Senses 
 

Mindful Listening 

Mind Up Sharpening Your Senses 
 

Mindful Seeing 

Mind Up 
 

Sharpening Your Senses Mindful Movement I 

Mind Up 
 

Sharpening Your Senses Mindful Movement II 

Second Step 
 

Skills for Learning Welcome 

Second Step 
 

Skills for Learning Listening 

Second Step Skills for Learning Focusing Attention 
Second Step 
 Skills for Learning Self-Talk 
Second Step 
 Skills for Learning Following Directions 
Second Step 
 Skills for Learning Asking for What you Need or Want 
Second Step 
 Skills for Learning Review 



Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Empathy Identifying Feelings and Green Zone intro 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Empathy Identifying Feelings B and Blue Zone intro 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Empathy More Feelings A and B and Yellow Zone intro 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Empathy Identifying Anger and Red Zone intro 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Empathy Same or Different Feelings and Zone review 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Empathy Review Zones, Expected and Unexpected Behaviors 
Second Step 
 Empathy Accidents 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Empathy Caring and Helping and Green Zone tools 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Emotion Management We Feel Feelings in Bodies and Zone review 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Emotion Management Strong Feelings and Zones 
Second Step 
 Emotion Management Naming Feelings 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Emotion Management Managing Disappointment and Blue Zone tools 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Emotion Management Managing Anger and Red Zone tools 
Second Step 
Zones of Regulation Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Managing Waiting and Yellow Zone tools 
Second Step 
 Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Fair Ways to Play 
Second Step 
 Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Have Fun with Friends 
Second Step 
 Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Inviting to Play 
Second Step 
 Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Joining In with Paly 
Second Step Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Saying the Problem 



 
Second Step 
 Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Thinking of Solutions 
Second Step 
 Friendship Skills and Problem Solving Speaking Up Assertively 
Second Step 
 Transition to Kindergarten Learning in Kindergarten 
Second Step 
 Transition to Kindergarten Riding the Bus in Kindergarten 
Second Step 
 Transition to Kindergarten Making New Friends in Kindergarten 

 
 

Social Relationships in Preschool 
 

The sequence below represents a typical sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching practices through 
enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals. Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter 

listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 
 

To learn more about the Indiana Early Learning Foundations:   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 

 
Quarter Learning Goals  

First • I can show a willingness to try new experiences.  
• I can follow a routine.  
• I can adapt to changes in a routine, schedule, or situation.  
• I can help others.  
• I can problem solve with my peers.  
• I can demonstrate self-control.  
• I can carry out a task even when I’m frustrated or challenged.  
 

Fourth • I can ask questions for understanding and clarity.  
• I can identify lower case letters (some-most).   
• I can label a drawing with some phonetic letter strings.  

 
 
 



Cooperative Play in Preschool 
 

The sequence below represents a typical sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching practices through 
enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals. Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter 

listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 
 

To learn more about the Indiana Early Learning Foundations:   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 

 
Quarter Learning Goals  

First • I can initiate, respond, and sustain social interactions with peers.  
• I can show affection to peers and familiar adults.  
• I can engage in complex imaginative play with peers for an extended period of time.  
• I can offer an apology or a solution to a conflict with a peer.  
• I can accept compromise suggested by a peer or an adult. 

Fourth • I can ask questions for understanding and clarity.   
• I can identify lower case letters (some-most).   
• I can label a drawing with some phonetic letter strings.  

 
 

Physical Growth and Health in Preschool 
 

The sequence below represents a typical sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching practices through 
enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals. Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter 

listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 
 

To learn more about the Indiana Early Learning Foundations:   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 

 
Quarter Learning Goals  

First • I can follow simple safety rules and demonstrate basic safety knowledge.  
• I can complete self-care routines (washing hands, toileting, eating, blowing/wiping nose,) with minimal support.  
• I can use simple tools independently (markers, scissors, paint brushes).  
• I can coordinate movement and balance to perform a task (climbing, jumping, catching).  
• I can participate in extended physical activities with peers.  
• I can try and celebrate new physical accomplishments.  



Fourth • I can ask questions for understanding and clarity.  
• I can identify lower case letters (some-most).   
• I can label a drawing with some phonetic letter strings.  

 
 

Creative Arts in Preschool 
 

The sequence below represents a typical sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching practices through 
enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals. Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter 

listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 
 

To learn more about the Indiana Early Learning Foundations:   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 

 
Quarter Learning Goals  

Second  • I can participate in musical movement and dancing activities.  
• I can copy simple lines and shapes.  
• I can identify colors, lines and shapes and use them in my works of art.  
• I can add detail to my drawings or paintings.  
• I can describe my creations with detail.  
• I can use dress up or costume materials in imaginative play.  

Fourth • I can ask questions for understanding and clarity.  
• I can identify lower case letters (some-most).   
• I can label a drawing with some phonetic letter strings.  

 
 
 

Environmental Science in Preschool 
 

The sequence below represents a typical sequence. Variation occurs as we support the individual needs of students with responsive teaching practices through 
enrichment, acceleration, remediation, reteaching, project work and with program improvement goals. Learning goals should be progressing during each quarter 

listed and continue towards mastery throughout the year. 
 

To learn more about the Indiana Early Learning Foundations:   
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/earlylearning/foundations-2015-august-12.pdf 

 
Quarter Learning Goals  



Third • I can use my senses to describe objects and experiences.  
• I can describe weather and seasonal changes.  
• I can recognize differences between others and myself.  
• I can identify body parts and their function.  
• I can distinguish living things from non-living things. 

Fourth • I can distinguish living things from non-living things. 
• I can identify and describe animals and plants 
• I can build simple machines (ramps, bridge, pulley) using objects. 
• I can describe different environments (neighborhood, pond, school, home, etc.) 
• I can role-play different community members (police officer, fire fighter, etc.) 

 

 

3-Year-Old Preschool Progress Report - (S) Satisfactory/On Standard (P) Progressing (N) Needs Support  

Social Relationships: Developing confidence, independence, problem-solving, and positive relationships with others. As these skills develop, 
children are better able to learn and function in other content areas. 

Sem 1 Sem 2 

I can show a willingness to try new experiences.   what does F and S mean   
I can follow a routine independently.   
I can adapt to changes in a routine, schedule, or situation.   
I can help others.   
I can problem solve with my peers.   
I can demonstrate turn-taking with support.   
I can carry out a task even when I’m frustrated or challenged.   
I can express different emotions.   
I can name something I am good at doing.   
I can use strategies to manage my emotions.    
Cooperative Play: Developing the skills necessary for learning. These include the ability to focus, initiate play, use impulse control, use flexible 
thinking, and grow an eagerness to learn. 

1 2 

I can participate in parallel play.   
I can show affection to peers and familiar adults.   
I can engage in cooperative play with guidance.   
I can offer an apology or a solution to a conflict with a peer with support.   
I can use words instead of physical actions to solve a problem.   
Literacy Foundations: Communicating through listening, speaking, reading, and writing. An understanding of how young children become 
readers and writers by enjoying books, talking with peers about stories and attempting beginning writing techniques.  

1 2 



I can answer basic question posed by peers and adults (what, what doing)   
I can express my wants and needs.   
I can describe activities and experiences with 1 detail.   
I can ask questions for understanding.   
I can follow multi-step directions with support.   
I can use a book (hold it, turn pages, talk about pictures).   
I can listen with interest to books read aloud.   
I can retell a story with support.   
I can draw to express an idea (scribbles, simple pictures, letters).   
I can recognize my own name in print.   
I can match upper case letters (some-most). Some = P = letters of name, Most = S = 13 or more   
Environment and Sciences: Exploring the natural world through wonder, discovery, investigation, and inquiry. These inquiry skills are 
foundational to future success with scientific thinking and reasoning. 

1 2 

I can use my senses to describe objects and experiences.   
I can describe weather and seasonal changes.   
I can recognize differences between others and myself.   
I can identify body parts and their function.   
I can compare attributes of living things.   
I can use simple tools to extend investigations.   
I can describe different environments (neighborhood, pond, school, home, etc.).   
I can role play different community members (police officer, fire fighter, etc.).   
Mathematical Understandings: Using new mathematical understandings to build a sense of order through play and exploration, discovering 
patterns, shapes, and ways to measure. Learning to problem-solve, reason, communicate, connect, compare, and represent. 

1 2 

I can sort objects by color.   
I can sort objects by size.   
I can sort objects by shape.   
I can compare groups of objects by quantity using terms like: big, small, and more.   
I can use materials to compare quantity concepts using terms like: heavy, light, full and empty.   
I can count objects to 10 with 1-1 correspondence.   
I can match numerals to objects (1-3).   
I can complete simple inset puzzles.   
I can complete simple puzzles with interlocking pieces. (P=6, S=24 pieces)   
I can show spatial positions (in, out, on, off).   
I can follow a basic pattern.   
I can extend a basic pattern.   
I can match 4 different shapes.   



Creative Arts: Expressing ourselves through music, dance, visual art, and dramatic play. 1 2 
I can participate in musical movement and dancing activities.   
I can copy vertical lines, horizonal lines, circles and plus sign.   
I can describe my creations.   
I can participate in dramatic play experiences.   
Physical Growth and Health: Developing motor skills and personal care practices that are foundational to maintain an active healthy lifestyle. 1 2 
I can follow simple safety rules and demonstrate basic safety knowledge.   
I can complete self-care routines (washing hands, blowing/wiping nose,) with minimal support.   
I can use simple tools independently (markers, scissors, paint brushes).   
I can coordinate movement and balance to perform a task (jumping forward, jumping down, walking up stairs).   
I can participate in extended physical activities with peers.    
I can try and celebrate new physical accomplishments.   

 

4-Year-Old Preschool Progress Report - (S) Satisfactory/On Standard   (P) Progressing  (N) Needs Support   

Social Relationships: Developing confidence, independence, problem-solving, and positive relationships with others. As these skills develop, 
children are better able to learn and function in other content areas. 

1 2 

I can show a willingness to try new experiences.   
I can follow a routine independently.   
I can adapt to changes in a routine, schedule, or situation.   
I can help others.   
I can problem solve with my peers.   
I can demonstrate turn-taking independently.   
I can carry out a task even when I’m frustrated or challenged.   
I can identify different emotions   
I can use strategies to manage my emotions.   
I can name something I am good at doing.   
I can try a new plan or idea if the first one does not work.   
Cooperative Play: Developing the skills necessary for learning. These include the ability to focus, initiate play, use impulse control, use flexible 
thinking, and grow an eagerness to learn. 

1 2 

I can initiate, respond, and sustain social interactions with peers.    
I can show affection to peers and familiar adults.   
I can engage in complex imaginative play with peers for an extended time.   
I can offer an apology or a solution to a conflict with a peer independently.    
I can seek adult support when needed to solve a problem.    



Literacy Foundations: Communicating through listening, speaking, reading, and writing. An understanding of how young children become 
readers and writers by enjoying books, talking with peers about stories and attempting beginning writing techniques.  

1 2 

I can answer basic question posed by peers and adults (what, what doing, where, when)   
I can express my wants and needs.   
I can describe activities and experiences with 2 or more details.   
I can ask questions for understanding.   
I can follow multi-step directions independently.   
I can use a book (hold it, turn pages, talk about pictures).   
I can listen with interest to books read aloud.   
I can retell a story independently.   
I can draw to express an idea (scribbles, simple pictures, letters).   
I can recognize my own name in print.   
I can identify upper case letters (some-most). Some = P = letters of name, Most = S = 13 or more   
I can identify lower case letters (some-most). Some = P = letters of name, Most = S = 13 or more   
I can produce letter-sound correspondence (some-most). Some = P = letters of name, Most = S = 13 or more   
I can label a drawing with some phonetic letter strings.   
Environment and Sciences: Exploring the natural world through wonder, discovery, investigation, and inquiry. These inquiry skills are 
foundational to future success with scientific thinking and reasoning. 

1 2 

I can use my senses to describe objects and experiences.   
I can describe weather and seasonal changes.   
I can show respect and acceptance of differences in others.    
I can identify body parts and their function.   
I can distinguish living things from non-living things.   
I can identify and describe animals and plants.   
I can independently use tools to investigate with peers.   
I can describe different environments (neighborhood, pond, school, home, etc.) with 2 or more details.   
I can role play different community members (police officer, fire fighter, etc.).   
Mathematical Understandings: Using new mathematical understandings to build a sense of order through play and exploration, discovering 
patterns, shapes, and ways to measure. Learning to problem-solve, reason, communicate, connect, compare, and represent. 

1 2 

I can sort objects by color.   
I can sort objects by size.   
I can sort objects by shape.   
I can compare groups of objects by quantity using terms like: less, large and same.   
I can use materials to compare quantity concepts using terms like: heavy, light, full and empty.   
I can count objects to 10 with 1-1 correspondence.   
I can match numerals to objects (1-10).   



I can complete simple inset puzzles.   
I can complete simple puzzles with interlocking pieces. (P=6, S=24 pieces)   
I can show spatial positions (under, above, between, beside).   
I can follow a basic pattern.   
I can extend a basic pattern.   
I can identify 6 different shapes.   
I can solve a simple story problem with quantities to 5.   
Creative Arts: Expressing ourselves through music, dance, visual art, and dramatic play. 1 2 
I can participate in musical movement and dancing activities.   
I can copy squares, diagonal lines, X, and triangle.   
I can add detail to my drawings or paintings.    
I can describe my creations with 2 ore more details.   
I can participate in dramatic play experiences.   
Physical Growth and Health: Developing motor skills and personal care practices that are foundational to maintain an active healthy lifestyle. 1 2 
I can complete self-care routines (washing hands, blowing/wiping nose,) independently.   
I can follow simple safety rules and demonstrate basic safety knowledge.   
I can use simple tools independently (markers, scissors, paint brushes).   
I can coordinate movement and balance to perform a task (walking down stairs, jumping up, hopping).   
I can participate in extended physical activities with peers.    
I can try and celebrate new physical accomplishments.   

 
 

 
 

The content contained in this document is provided only for educational and informational purposes; it is not intended to constitute an offer or contract. 
 Hamilton Southeastern Schools reserves the right to add, delete, or amend any of the following information at its sole discretion and without notice to the public.  

The use of third-party material does not constitute an endorsement of the material or the third party providing it.  
You may not copy, reproduce, distribute, publish, display, or modify, any such material, nor may you distribute any part of this content over any network, sell or offer it for sale  

or use such material to construct any kind of database. 
 
 


